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Tourists from abroad having a try at the long-stemmed Chinese pipe. Photo by Lian Haisheng 
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Summit Puts Seal on Normalized Relations 


0 When President Mikhail Gorbachev arrived in Beijing on 
May 15, he became the first Soviet leader to visit China in 
30 years. During his four-day stay, his meetings with Chinese 
leaders signalled a comprehensive end to the strained rela- 
tions of the last decades and opened broad prospects for 
friendship and co-operation (p. 4). 


Call for Tough Action to Curb “Turmoil” 


O Excerpts of a speech by Premier Li Peng calling for 
resolute and powerful measures to curb “turmoil” and res- 
tore order in Beijing. Speaking on May 19 to Party, govern- 
ment and army cadres, he said a handful of people had 
stirred up the current unrest because their political goals 
were unobtainable through democratic and legal channels 


(p. 15). 
Martial Law Declared But Not Enforced 


O A comprehensive report by Beijing Review reporters on the 
situation in Beijing after martial law was declared for part 
of the city on May 20 (p. 9). A review of the events leading 
to the present polilical crisis (p. 11). 


Talk Between Li Peng and Students 


O Excerpts of a talk Premier Li Peng had with representa- 
tives of the student hunger strikers on May 18. These ex- 
cerpts may help illuminate the different approaches to a 
solution for the deadlock seen by the two sides (p. 16). 


What the Students Say 


O The six-day student hunger strike ended on the evening of 
May 19. An interview .by our staff reporter with three 
students tells what they think and how they feel about the 
activities in which they were involved (p. 20). 


Sex Education: No Longer Taboo 


D For centuries, China has treated sex as a subject best left 
shrouded in mystery. Even with today’s re-evaluation of 
many traditional beliefs, large numbers of people avoid 
references to it. But with Chinese children reaching puberty 
at an ever earlier age, and sexually transmitted diseases on 
the rise, experts have declared it imperative that universal 
sex education be introduced countrywide, especially at mid- 
dle schools (p. 24). 
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Sino-Soviet Summit: Normalization at Last 


his may be the most special 
T official visit of a generation. 

All the elements are there 
for an epic drama. The leader of 
a great nation travelled to anoth- 
er great nation which hasn’t re- 
ceived such a visit’ for 30 years. 
There he encountered the biggest 
demonstration crying for demo- 
cracy in the host country’s 
40-year history. 

Mikhail Gorbachev, general 
secretary of the Soviet Commun- 
ist Party, is the first and perhaps 
the only foreign head who did 
not see the heart and symbol 
of the capital and the country 
—Tiananmen Square, which has 
been taken over by thousands of 
demonstrators since May 13, two 
days before Gorbachev’s four- 
day visit. Diplomatic or any oth- 
er ceremony at the square is out 
of the question. 

At least four sched- 
uled programmes, in- 
cluding the welcome 
ceremony, laying 
wreathes to the Mon- 
ument to the People’s 
Heroes, visiting to the 
Forbidden City and 
the press conference, 
were either changed 
or cancelled because 
of the demonstration 
during Gorbachev's 
three-day stay in Bei- 
jing. 

The so-called “Gor- 
bachev whirlwind,” 
which was predicted 
by many people to 
blow, has been blown 
over by the demon- 
strators. 

Despite Gorbachev 
being outshined by 
those hunger strikers, 
the Beijing summit 
is significant and im- 
pressive for the visi- 
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Deng meets Gorbachev on May 16. 


tors and their hosts. Here, Gor- 
bachey and his Chinese com- 
rades not only watched histroy 
being made, but also made his- 
tory. 

The moment when Chinese 
senior leader Deng Xiaoping 
shook hands with Gorbachev on 
May 16 marked the normaliza- 
tion between the two largest so- 
cialist countries and the world’s 
two biggest Communist parties, 
which was applauded by the peo- 
ple of the both countries. 

“We have expected Gorbach- 
ev’s visit and the normalization 
for a long time. We welcome 
that, it’s great. It’s one of the 
greatest events of the last quarter 
of the 20th century,” said a stu- 
dent who was watching the news. 

Although the doddery Chinese 
leader was challenged by some 


LIU SHAOSHAN 


Chinese protestors for being too 
old to handle domestic issues, 
Deng seems to be more capable 
of dealing with international 
matters and at last was reaping 
his diplomatic harvest, that he 
sowed three years ago when he 
asked the Romanian President 
Nicolae Ceausescu to pass a mes- 
sage to Gorbachev. Deng in his 
Message suggested that the three 
obstacles (Soviet troops occupy- 
ing Afghanistan, Soviet troops 
being stationed on the Sino- 
Mongonian border and the Viet- 
namese invasion of Kampuchea) 
between the two countries should 
be removed as soon as possible so 
that the summit could be real- 
ized. Gorbachev said he remem- 
bered the message. “You men- 
tioned the three obstacles. They 
needed three years to be re- 
moved, each one took 
a year,” the Soviet 
leader told Deng half- 
jokingly. 

Deng summed up 
the summit in eight 
words—“End the past 
and open up the fu- 
ture.” While the two 
leaders are mending 
the 30-year-old rift, 
their handshake 
seems to have more 
profound meaning 
for Deng than for 
Gorbachev. Deng 
used to be one of the 
main fighters against 
the Soviet leadership 
during the 1960s. 
Gorbachev, to some 
extent, was just a wit- 
ness to that falling 
out between the two 
former friends. Later 
in Shanghai, Gor- 
bachey said that the 
summit was sO Satis- 
fying that the un- 
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pleasant past 30 years seem to 
disappear. 

Gorbachev admitted that the 
Soviet Union also made mistakes 
with regard to the deterioration 
of the bilateral relations in the 
past. At the same time Gorbach- 
ev made it clear that although 
Deng’s comments on the unpleas- 
ant Sino-Soviet ties in the past 
were not groundless, the Soviet 
side has some different views. 

However, the two leaders 
agreed to let bygones be bygones. 
What really mattered was for 
both sides to look forward and do 
more practical work to expand 
bilateral relations. 

During a press conference on 
May 17, Gorbachev said his 
meeting with Chinese leaders, in- 
cluding Deng, Party leader Zhao 
Ziyang, Premier Li Peng and 
President Yang Shangkun, was 
historically important and fruit- 
ful. He also said that he was hap- 
py to see that traditional Soviet- 
Chinese friendship has been dee- 
ply rooted into the hearts of the 
Chinese people, especially in the 
young. He said the friendship 
would further develop, he was 
confident of that. 

The Soviet leader has every 
reason to say this. He did not 
get a chance to go to Tiananmen 
Square to see those slogans writ- 
ten by Chinese students, such as 
“Hello, Comrade Gorbachev!” 
“Welcome you, Gorbachev!” 
“We need glasnost.” “Cheer to 
Sino-Soviet Frienship!” but he 
had received many student let- 
ters that both offered a welcome 
and expressed a keen interest in 
the Soviet reform. 

Gorbachev said he would send 
many Soviet young people to vis- 
it China after he returns home, 
also he wanted more Chinese 
youngsters to visit his country. 

It has long been recognized 
worldwide that China carried 
out economic reform before it 
introduced political reform while 
in the Soviet Union the order of 
reform is reverse, 
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But Gorbachev said at the 
press conference that this view 
was wrong. “Actually in our 
country, it was the economic 
problems that we managed to re- 
solve at first. But the problems 
were very hard to eradicate, and 
we realized that we couldn’t re- 
solve the economic problems 
without political reform,” said 
the Soviet leader. 

Now, this is just the case in 
China. That’s one of the reasons 


for the passionate welcome to 
the Soviet leader, said a Beijing 
University student. 

“We two countries share same 
ideology and goals, and have 
similar problems. Why don’t we 
get together and learn from each 
other? We suffered too much 
from isolation in the past,” he 
said. 

On May 18, the two countries 
issued a joint communique (see 


it on p.11) 
by Li Haibo 


Martial Law: Declared But Not 


Enforced 


n the evening of May 19 
Ow: than one hundred 

military vehicles, each 
packed with over 30 soldiers, 
were blocked by thousands of 
Beijing residents at Gongzhufen, 
a crossroad seven kilometres 
away from the Tiananmen 


- Square, the centre of the capital, 


where more than 100,000 stu- 
dents were continuing their one- 
month-long demonstration. 

A 60-year-old woman sat in 
front of a military car, asked 
tearfully to the men in the Peo- 
ple’s Liberation Army (PLA) un- 
iform not to advance to the 
square. 

“Those kids (students) are 
very, very weak, how can you 
have the heart to suppress them? 

“Beijing supports them. If you 
insist on moving forward, I 
would rather your cars roll over 
my body,” the woman said. 

The military forces that are 
estimated to come to 150,000 
troops, have surrounded the cap- 
ital. They were ordered to move 
to Beijing to “restore social or- 
der,” according to one major in- 
terviewed in the suburbs. 

The hunger strike had come to 
an end and had been turned 
into a sit-in demonstration at 9 


pm the same day. The city 
seemed to have been returning 
to normality when military rule 
was declared. 

At midnight, from radio or TV 
news programmes, people real- 
ized that the central government 
was getting tough in attempts to 
quell, with the backing of the 
army, a situation that Premier Li 
Peng termed “turmoil.” 

Li’s heated mid-night speech 
to Party, government and army 
cadres claimed the capital was in 
a Critical situation. He said that 
the “anarchic state” in Beijing 
was becoming worse, that law 
and order was threatened, and 
that a few people were using the 
hunger strikers as hostages to 
threaten and force the Party and 
government to agree to their pol- 
itical conditions. A handful of 
people, he said, wanted to make 
use of the “turmoil” to achieve 
their political goal—to negate 
Party leadership and to alter the 
socialist system (see the speech 
on p.15). 

President of the State Yang 
Shangkun said at the meeting 
that to maintain the capital’s so- 
cial order authorities had no al- 
ternative but to tranfer troops 
into the capital. 
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The next day, May 20, the 
State Council declared an order 
to impose martial law in Beijing’s 
main areas starting from 10 am 
while Beijing’s municipal gov- 
ernment issued three orders to 
put martial law into effect. 

Through the mass media, there 
are successive reports informing 
the people that telegrams of sup- 
port for the decision made by 
the central authorities have been 
coming in from the Party, gov- 
ernment and military authorities 
of many provinces and munici- 
palities. 

Nevertheless, martial law 
seems to be unpopular and resist- 
ed by most of the people of the 
capital. 

Anti-martial law slogans are 
seen everywhere along the 
streets, on walls, and telephone 
posts. Meanwhile Li Peng was 
attacked and asked to step down 
from his post by the demonstra- 
tors. 

For many, the only thing they 
did during the May 20 weekend 
was to hold back the troops that 
were pressing for the city’s core. 
In the usually calm suburbs of 
the city some were setting road 
obstacles to block the troop 
trucks while their neighbours 


The students persuade the PLA troops to leave Beijing on May 20. YANG LIMING 


were explaining to the armymen 
what had happened during the 
past: few weeks in the ancient 
capital. 

According to observations of 
Beijing Review reporters, Beijin- 
gers can hardly accept the pres- 
ence of large numbers of soldiers 
within the city. Never have they 
seen sO many troops trying to 
move into their city since the 
founding of New China 40 years 
ago. “Even during the mid-40s 
when a nationwide civil war was 
going on, not a single shot was 
fired inside Beijing,” an old 


The blocked PLA soldiers with Beijing residents on the evening of May 20. XUE 
CHAO 


worker remarked. He was refer- 
ring to the fact that Beijing was 
peacefully liberated when the 
KMT troops under General Fu 
Zuoyi came to terms with the 
Communist-led forces then sur- 
rounding the city. 

Although the government and 
the army headquarters repeated- 
ly tried to persuade the residents 
that the martial law is not aimed 
at the people and that the troops 
aren’t there to suppress the stu- 
dents, people were still very up- 
set, and some of them frightened. 

“After seeing those troops with 
guns, tear-gas and other wea- 
pons, I’m so scared that I can’t 
sleep these nights. Yes, I heard 
the government’s statement, say- 
ing this is for the people and 
‘don’t panic.’ But, how can I sit 
calmly when their helicopters are 
buzzing right overhead? This has 
never happened before,” said a 
middle-aged woman. 

Most people interviewed by 
Beijing Review reporters think 
the action is neither necessary 
nor justified. They said that 
there was no looting, arson or 
violence committed in the city 
and that the police and the peo- 
ple can handle things by them- 
selves. It is illogical, they said, to 
send sO many troops to cope with 
the few minor incidents. It’s like 
“using a cannon to shoot a mos- 
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quito,” one of them added. 

As of May 23rd in the morn- 
ing, Beijing remained very quiet. 
Public transport, which became 
virtually non-existent in the first 
couple of days after martial law 
was declared, has been partial- 
ly restored. Although a Beijing 
vice-major announced on 2!lst 
that some daily necessities are 
falling short owing to transport 
problems, there are no indica- 
tions of panic buying. 

A retired officer recounted 
how he had welcomed liberating 
PLA troops into the city 40 years 
ago. “Now I am sorry to say, you 
PLA men are not welcome.” 

However, in some of the places 
where the soldiers were blocked 
by the people, the initial sharp 
confrontation has disappeared 
and a friendly or even jovial at- 
mosphere prevailed, with some 
people bringing water and food 
‘for the armymen. 

“We don’t know why we are 
here,” a soldier said. The local 
people told them that Beijing re- 
sidents understood military men 
and they didn’t want to blame 
them. People are expecting a 
peaceful Beijing rather than a 
bloody fight among armed and 
unarmed compatriots, they said. 

The municipal government 
Statement said it had hoped that 
people would cooperate with the 
troops and not stop their pro- 
gress. But there is no sign that 
the people will give the way to 
the troops. Unless the armies 
force their way into Beijing 
—and that would be at a tragic 
cost—they are unlikely to carry 
out martial law, said a student. 

This is the first time that a 
martial law has been declared in 
the capital—a martial law that 
has failed to come into effect 
within 96 hours of its declaration 
because troops cannot enter the 
city. 

Few know what next will hap- 
pen, and the city is shrouded un- 
der the clouds of worry. 

By Li Haibo & others 


BEIJING REVIEW, MAY 29-JUNE 4, 1989 


Strikes Spark Political Crisis 


of Chinese striving for demo- 

cracy have taken to the streets 
with unprecedented boldness. 

It is the college students who 
took this movement from the 
point where it was little more 
than a campus discussion and 
nurtured it to a point where it has 
shaken the nation. 

The movement was triggered 


I: the past few weeks, millions 


Students marching to Tiananmen Square on May 4. 
— — = = 


as 


by the death of Hu Yaobang, the 
former Party chief, who died on 
April 15. The mourning activi- 
ties soon developed into pro- 
democracy demonstrations, 
which were disapproved of and 
obstructed by the Chinese au- 
thorities. 

Chief Complaints An April 26 
editorial in People’s Daily, the 
official Party organ, linked their 
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demonstrations with certain anti- 
government activities by a hand- 
ful of people. It called on the 
whole Party and all the people to 
stop the “conspiracy” and “tur- 
moil,” which it claimed were 
aimed at “negating the leadership 
of the Party and the socialist sys- 
tem.” 

The editorial enraged the stu- 
dents, who regarded their activi- 
ties as patriotic. The next day, 
hundreds of thousands of college 
students took to the streets in Bei- 
jing to voice their protest and 
present their demands. Police 
and soldiers in large numbers 
tried to stop them but without 
success. 

Chanting slogans of support 
for Party leadership and social- 
ism, they demanded, among oth- 
er things, the retraction of the 
editorial and the publication of 
an accounting of the properties 
owned by senior Party and goy- 
ernment officials. 

The first talks took place on 
April 29 between several govern- 
ment officials and some students 
from Beijing’s universities and 
colleges. But the results of the 
talks were deemed unsatisfactory 
by many students, especially the 
activists among them. 

Again and again, the students 
complained about inadequate 
and unfair press coverage of their 
activities. 

Press Freedom Their struggle 
for fair press coverage meant 
raising the issue of a free press. 
What a shame, students said, that 
Chinese had to hear the news 
about China from foreign jour- 
nalists broadcasting from abroad. 

On May 4, the day to comme- 
morate a famous democratic stu- 
dent movement 70 years ago, Bei- 
jing saw massive demonstrations 
with participation by students 
from virtually all the colleges 
and universities in the capital. 

Leaders and the police showed 
restraint as hundreds of thou- 
sands of students marched with- 
out a permit down Beijing’s main 
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streets to blanket Tiananmen 
Square. 

On May 6, a petition carrying 
the names of students from 24 of 
Beijing’s colleges and universities 
was handed to the government. 

The petitioners asked for talks 
about state recognition of their 
movement, and that those talks 
be broadcast, as well as for polit- 
ical reform, democracy and a full 
retraction of the April 26 Peo- 
ple’s Daily editorial. 

On May 9, China’s journalists, 
taking their cue from the stu- 
dents, handed in a petition signed 
by 1,031 reporters and editors 
also demanding talks with Party 
officials over the creation of a 
press law and freedom of the 
press. 

Not only was the cause taken 

up by the students who demon- 
strated in support of journalists, 
it also brought a new boldness to 
news coverage. 
Hunger Strike Infuriated by the 
repeated government delays in 
holding a direct dialogue, as it 
appeared to be the case, the stu- 
dents staged a hunger strike on 
May 13. 

“They’ve tied our non-violent 
protests with the same kind of 
social turmoil that prevailed dur- 
ing the ‘cultural revolution,” 
said a Qinghua University stu- 


Zhao Ziyang comes to see fasting students on Tiananmen Square. 


dent. 

“We've just expressed the peo- 
ple’s wishes that some corrupt 
government officials should be 
dismissed and that reform in pol- 
itics, including that of the press, 
be speeded up,” he added. 

Subsequently, dialogues with 
several high-ranking Party and 
government officials took place 
but the basic demands of the stu- 
dents were still not met. 

After reaching its fourth day 
the hunger strike began to attract 
massive attention and sympathy. 
With each day that passed with- 
out dialogue with the authorities, 
the students’ message spread 
further across the country. 

The number of fasting students 
grew to 3,000, along with the 
headlines that made it a focus of 
world attention. 

The students were joined on 
May 16 by journalists. About 10,- 
000 reporters and editors in Bei- 
jing had their own street rally. 
One of the banners carried by 
People’s Daily staff read “Press 
reform is a must,” while they 
chanted “People’s Daily belongs 
to the people.” 

Journalists from most other 
newspaper offices, including the 
Xinhua News Agency, CCTV, 
the Central People’s Broadcast- 
ing Station, Beijing Review and 
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China Daily, were warmly ap- 
plauded by student protesters 
and tens of thousands of on- 
lookers as they joined the stu- 
dents. 

On May 17, the fifth day of the 
hunger strike, increasing concern 
and anger was felt throughout 
Beijing as more than 1,000 of the 
students were hospitalized after 
collapsing. 

“We will combat until we have 
victory in spite of any sacrifice, 
even death,” was one declaration 
by the Beijing University hunger 
strikers. 

Almost 1.5 million people were 

believed to have joined the 
protesters that day, despite Party 
General Secretary Zhao Ziyang’s 
speech saying there would be no 
reprisals against protestors and 
his concession that the students’ 
goals were positive. 
Increasing Support This time 
the government was facing more 
than students and intellectuals. 
Now there were factory work- 
ers, farmers, businessmen, gov- 
ernment functionaries and even 
non-military army officers who 
identified their interests as being 
the same as the students’. 

Many angry protestors de- 
manded that some of the Party 
and government leaders resign. 

“They should not be so insensi- 
tive to the lives of young people. 
The students’ demands on the 
state aren’t that hard for the lead- 
ers to accept,” an unidentified 
textile worker said. 

Demonstrations gradually 

spread to almost every provincial 
capitals and many middle-sized 
the cities. 
Appeal by Congressmen At the 
May 17 demonstration, 12 mem- 
bers of the Standing Committee 
of the National People’s Congress 
also urged the government to call. 
a meeting and let both sides start 
talking. 

China’s four non-Communist 
party leaders, including Fei Xia- 
otong, chairman of the China 
Democratic League, and Sun 
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Qimeng, chairman of the China 
Democratic National Construc- 
tion Party, urged Party General 
Secretary Zhao Ziyang and other 
top leaders to go straight to Tian- 
anmen Square and open an im- 
mediate dialogue with the stu- 
dents to bring a quick end to the 
hunger strike. 

On the same day 10 universi- 
ty presidents from Beijing sent a 
joint letter to the Party and gov- 
ernment leaders calling on them 
to open a substantial dialogue 
with the students. 

Although Premier Li met stu- 
dent representatives on May 18, 
he still refused to answer their 
two basic demands of recognizing 
the student movement as a pa- 
triotic and democratic one and 
for live broadcasts of dialogues. 

Instead he simply demanded 
that the Beijing Red Cross move 
all the fasting students to the hos- 
pital (see p. 16 for details). 

With most fasting students suf- 
fering from illnesses, student 
leaders declared at 9 p.m. on May 
19 that the fast would be changed 
to a-sit-in. 

Earlier in the day, the hunger 

Strikers, who had been moved to 
buses because of rain, were visit- 
ed by both Zhao Ziyang and Li 
Peng. 
Zhao: Sympathetic and Mild It 
was noted that Zhao Ziyang in 
his visit to the students used a 
much milder tone than other of- 
ficials and said with tears in his 
eyes, “We are here too late.” He 
apologized and expressed his 
readiness to accept criticisms 
from the students. 

He tried to persuade the stu- 
dents to stop fasting before it was 
too late, saying “We are getting 
old and don’t count much. But 
you young people have a long 
way to go. You should take good 
care of yourselves.” 

“The problems you raised will 
eventually be solved,” he said, 
stressing that things are “very 
complicated” and the solution of 
the problems would be quite a 


process. 
The drama became even more 
intense when people watching 
the midnight TV programmes on 
May 19 discovered that at the 
emergency meeting where Li 
Peng was announcing tough ac- 
tions to curb “turmoil,” General 
Party Secretary Zhao Ziyang was 

conspicuously missing. 
by Wang Xin and others 


Vice-Governor 
Sacked in Hunan 


ang Huiquan, vice-governor 
& central China’s Hunan 

Province, was dismissed 
May 20. Yang was sacked for 
abusing his position while check- 
ing out the legitimacy of com- 
panies operating throughout the 
province. 

The decision was made at a 
session of the Hunan People’s 
Congress that ended May 15. The 
meeting saw a 506-majority of 
the deputies at the congress vote 
to sack Yang. 

Yang was elected  vice- 
governor of Hunan in 1983 and 
was appointed head of a group in 
charge of screening companies in 
1987. 

According to the motion raised 
by 177 deputies, Yang failed to 
answer inquiries raised by depu- 
ties about the progress of screen- 
ing companies and had refused to 
cooperate with an investigation 
into the problems of the Inter- 
national Economic Development 
Company that operates in the 
province. 

The deputies also pointed out 
that during last year’s spring 
Guangzhou Fair, Yang, his 
daughter and son-in-law, were 
guests of the provincially regis- 
tered Huaxiang Co. at a dinner 
that had cost 4,437 yuan. 

Yang did not pay his share of 
the bill which came to 1,000 yuan 
($270) until it was disclosed 
through a reporter's investiga- 
tion. oO 
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Weekly Chronicle 
(May 14-20) 


POLITICAL 
May 15 


O Mikhail Gorbachev, president 
of the Presidium of the Supreme 
Soviet of the USSR and general 
secretary of the Central Com- 
mittee of the Communist Party 
of the Soviet Union arrives in 
Beijing on a four-day official 
visit. 


O Yang Huiquan, vice-governor 
of Hunan Province, has been 
sacked for abuse of public funds 
and dereliction of duty related 
to his responsibility for scrutin- 


izing legitimate companies in| 


his province. 

The decision is taken at the 
Second Session of the Seventh 
Provincial People’s Congress. 


May 17 


O In a written message, Zhao 
Ziyang, the Party’s general se- 
cretary, on behalf of all mem- 
bers of the Standing Committee 
of the Party Central Commit- 
tee’s Political Bureau, appeals to 
students at Tiananmen Square 
to end their hunger strike. 

Zhao says that the Party Cen- 
tral Committee and the State 
Council affirm the students’ pa- 
triotic spirit in calling for demo- 
cracy and law, opposing cor- 
ruption and striving to further 
reform. 


May 19 


O Communist Party’s General 
Secretary Zhao Ziyang and Pre- 
mier Li Peng arrive at the Tian- 
anmen Square early this morn- 
ing to visit the hunger-striking 
students there. 


O The Beijing fasting students 
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temporarily end their week-long 
hunger strikes at the Tiananmen 
Square. 

Loudspeakers in the square 
announced at 9 pm that the stu- 
dents will switch from hunger 
strike to a sit-in at the square at 
9:30 pm. 


DO Premier Li Peng calls for re- 
solute and powerful measures to 
“curb turmoil and restore order” 
in the capital at a meeting of 
cadres from the Party, govern- 
ment and army organs at the 
central and Beijing municipat 
levels held by the Communist 
Party of China Central Commit- 
tee and the State Council in Bei- 
jing at 10 pm. 


OThe Foreign Affairs Commit- 
tee of the Chinese National Peo- 
ple’s Congress issues a statement 
in Beijing, lodging a strong pro- 
test with the US House of Re- 
presentatives for its adoption of 
a resolution on the so-called Ti- 
bet question on May 16. 


May 20 


0 The State Council of the Peo- 
ple’s Republic of China in the 
morning issues an order, signed 
by Premier Li Peng, to execute 
martial law in part of Beijing. 


O A spokesman for the Beijing 
Municipal Government says the 
purpose for the People’s Libera- 
tion Army move into Beijing is 
to carry out marshal law so as 
to maintain public order in the 
capital and ensure the security 
of its citizens. Military control 
of colleges and universities is 
ruled out. 


ECONOMIC 
May 15 
O The first phase of construc- 


tion on China’s biggest hydroe- 
lectric project—the Ertan Pow- 


er Station—is proceeding ac- 
cording to schedule. 

Located on the lower reaches 
of the Yalong River in Sichuan 
Province, the station has a de- 
signed capacity of 3.3 million- 
kilowatts with a proposed an- 
nual electricity production of 17 
billion kwh. 


May 16 


oO China will spend 360 million 
yuan (about US$100 million) 
over the next three years in Hu- 
bei Province building bases that 
will specialize in grain and cot- 
ton production. 

These bases will provide the 
state with an additional 1.13 bil- 
lion kg of grain, 100 million kg 
of cotton and 90 million kg of 
edible oil. 


CULTURAL 
May 15 


O The Soviet Union opens a 
large book exhibition in Har- 
bin, the capital of the northeast 
province of Heilongjiang. 

On show are more than 2,000 
kinds of books dealing with sub- 
jects as diverse as the social and 
political sciences, space naviga- 
tion and environmental protec- 
tion. 

The books are of great value 
in understanding Soviet life, 
Chinese experts of Soviet studies 
say. 


May 16 


O Radio Beijing starts to present 
a new, four-hour daily English 
language radio service for the 
local foreign community and 
Chinese listeners. 

The programme, called Easy 
FM, runs from 9 am to I pm 
and is the first of its kind in 
China and will broadcast inter- 
national news and world famous 
tunes. oO 
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Sino-Soviet Joint Communique 


1. At the invitation of Presi- 
dent Yang Shangkun of the Peo- 
ple’s Republic of China, M. 
S. Gorbachev, president of the 
Presidium of the Supreme Soviet 
of the USSR and General Se- 
cretary of the Soviet Commun- 
ist Party, paid an official visit to 
the People’s Republic of China 
(PRC) from 15 to 18 May 1989. 

Chairman Deng Xiaoping met 
with President Gorbachev in Bei- 
jing on 16 May. The two leaders 
exchanged views on Sino-Soviet 
relations and international issues 
of mutual interest. 

President Yang Shangkun, Ge- 
neral Secretary Zhao Ziyang of 
the Chinese Communist Party 
and Premier Li Peng of the State 
Council of the PRC held meet- 
ings and talks respectively with 
President Gorbachev. 

2. The leaders of China and 
the Soviet Union found it useful 
to exchange views on bilateral 
relations. The two sides agreed 
that the Sino-Soviet high level 
meeting symbolized the normali- 
zation of relations be- 
tween the two countries. 
This is in conformity 
with the interests and as- 
pirations of the Chinese 
and Soviet peoples 
and contributes to the 
maintenance of world 
peace and stability. The | 
normalization of Sino- 
Soviet relations is not di- 
rected at any third coun- 
try, nor does it harm its 
interests. 

3. The two sides stat- 
ed that the People’s Re- 
public of China and the 
Union of the Soviet So-* 
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Beijing, 18 May 1989 


cialist Republics would develop 
their relations on the basis of 
the universal principles guiding 
State-to-state relations, namely, 
mutual respect for sovereignty 
and territorial integrity, mutual 
non-aggression, non-interference 
in each other’s internal affairs, 
equality and mutual benefit, and 
peaceful coexistence. 

4. Both sides expressed readi- 
ness to resolve all the dis- 
putes between the two countries 
through peaceful negotiations, 
and neither side would use or 
threaten to use arms against the 
other by any means, including 
the use of territorial land, water 
or air space of a third country 
bordering on the other side. 

The two sides held the view 
that strict observance of the 
above points would help enhance 
mutual trust and establish good- 
neighborly and friendly relations 
between the two countries. 

5. The leaders of China and 
the Soviet Union confirmed the 
statement on the question of 


Kampuchea issued by the for- 
eign ministers of the two coun- 
tries on 6 February 1989 and, in 
view of later developments, had 
an overall and in-depth exchange 
of views on the settlement of the 
Kampuchean question. 

The two sides took note of the 
decision of Viet Nam to with- 
draw all its troops from Kampu- 
chea by the end of September 
1989 under effective internation- 
al supervision. 

They shared the concern and 
considered it essential that no 
civil war in Kampuchea should 
follow the complete Vietnamese 
troop withdrawal and that future 
Kampuchea should be an inde- 
pendent, peaceful, neutral and 
non-aligned state. To this end, 
they expressed support for na- 
tional reconciliation with the 
participation of the four parties 
in Kampuchea. The Chinese side 
advocated the establishment in 
Kampuchea of a provisional 
quadripartite coalition govern- 
ment headed by Prince Sihanouk 


Chinese Premier Li Peng held talks with Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev on May I6. 
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during the transitional period af- 
ter the complete Vietnamese 
troop withdrawal and prior to 
the end of a general election. The 
Soviet side maintained that the 
internal problems of Kampu- 
chea, including preparations for 
the general election under inter- 
national supervision, should be 
solved by the Kampuchean peo- 
ple themselves. It expressed wel- 
come to intensified efforts for 
dialogue among the Khmer par- 
ties and its readiness to support 
any agreement reached by the 
Kampuchean parties on differ- 
ent aspects of the Kampuchean 
question. 

The two sides pledged to res- 
pect the results of the general 
election of the Kampuchean peo- 
ple under international supervi- 
sion. 

They held that with the with- 
drawal of Vietnamese troops 
from Kampuchea, the countries 
concerned should gradually re- 
duce and eventually stop all their 
military aid to any of the parties 
in Kampuchea. 

The two sides stood for the 
convocation of an international 
conference on Kampuchea as 
soon as possible. 

They reaffirmed their contin- 
ued efforts to promote an early 
political settlement of the Kam- 
puchean question in a fair and 
reasonable way. They agreed to 
continue their discussions on the 
Kampuchean question, including 
the remaining differences in this 
regard, 

6. The two sides agreed to take 
measures to cut down the mili- 
tary forces in the areas along the 
Sino-Soviet boundary to a mini- 
mum level commensurate with 
the normal, good-neighbourly re- 
lations between the two countries 
and work for increased trust and 
continuous tranquility along the 
border areas. 

The Chinese side welcomed 
the announcement of the Soviet 
Union to withdraw 75 percent of 
its forces from the People’s Re- 
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public of Mongolia and hoped to 
see the complete pullout of its 
remaining forces from that coun- 
try within a specified short per- 
iod of time. 

7. The two sides favoured a 
fair and reasonable settlement of 
the Sino-Soviet boundary ques- 
tion left over from the past, on 
the basis of the treaties concern- 
ing the present Sino-Soviet boun- 
dary and of the generally recog- 
nized principles of international 
law and in a spirit of consulta- 
tions on an equal footing and 
mutual understanding and mu- 
tual accommodation. 

The leaders of the two coun- 
tries decided, in line with the 
above-stated principles, to speed 
up the discussions on those sec- 
tors along the Sino-Soviet boun- 
dary where agreement was yet to 
be reached, so as to work out a 
mutually acceptable way to re- 
solve the eastern and western 
sectors simultaneously. They en- 
trusted the two foreign ministers 
to conduct discussions devoted to 
the boundary question when ne- 
cessary. 

8. The two sides agreed to 
work for the development of the 
economic, trade, scientific, tech- 
nological, cultural and other re- 
lations in a planned way on the 
basis of the principles of equality 
and mutual benefit and to dee- 
pen mutual understanding and 
promote exchanges between the 
two peoples. 

9. The two sides considered it 
beneficial for them to share in- 
formation :and experience re- 
garding their socialist develop- 
ment and reforms and exchange 
views on bilateral relations and 
international issues of common 
concern. Their differences on 
certain matters should not stand 
in the way of progress of bilater- 
al relations. 

10. The two sides agreed that 
the Communist Party of China 
and the Communist Party of 
the Soviet Union would develop 
their contacts and exchanges in 


accordance with the principles of 
independence, complete equal- 
ity, mutual respect and non- 
interference in each other’s inter- 
nal affairs. 

11. The Chinese side reiterat- 
ed that Taiwan is an inalienable 
part of the People’s Republic of 
China. China is firmly opposed 
to any attempt designed to create 
“two Chinas,” “one China, one 
Taiwan” or “the independence of 
Taiwan.” 

The Soviet side expressed sup- 
port to this position of the 
Chinese government. 

12. The Chinese side reiterat- 
ed that the People’s Republic of 
China pursues an independent 
foreign policy of peace and ad- 
heres to the principled position 
of not entering into alliance with 
any country. 

The Soviet side stated that its 
foreign policy, based on the su- 
preme value of peace, is to work 
steadfastly for real disarmament, 
including nuclear disarmament, 
its underlying principle being 
that the security of one country 
should not be ensured at the ex- 
pense of another. It stood for giv- 
ing priority to the value of the 
entire mankind and for peace- 
ful competition between differ- 
ent social and economic systems 
under the conditions of free 
choice and balanced interests. 

13. The two sides stated that 
neither side would seek hege- 
mony of any form in the Asian- 
Pacific region or other parts of 
the world. Both ‘deemed it essen- 
tial to denounce the attempt or 
action of any country to impose 
its will on others or seek hege- 
mony of any form anywhere in 
the world. 

14, The two sides took the view 
that peace and development are 
the two most important ques- 
tions in the world of today. They 
expressed welcome to the easing 
of the long-standing world ten- 
sions and made positive apprais- 
al of the efforts of various coun- 
‘ties for arms reduction and re- 
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laxation of military confronta- 
tion and the progress achieved in 
settling regional conflicts. The 
two sides indicated readiness to 
continue their respective efforts 
in these aspects. 

They stood for enhanced pres- 
tige of the United Nations and 
hoped to see its greater role in 
international affairs, disarma- 
ment and settlement of global 
problems and regional conflicts. 
All the countries, big or small, 
strong or weak are entitled to 
participate as equals in interna- 
tional activities. 

15. The two sides expressed 
concern over the world economic 
situation, and particularly the 
deteriorating economies in devel- 
oping countries, the growing gap 
between North and South and 
the worsening debt issue. They 
considered it urgent to establish 
the new international economic 


order while taking into consider- 
ation the interests of all peoples 
and on the basis of the principle 
of equality and mutual benefit. 

16, The two sides held that so- 
lutions to the global economic, 
social, population, ecological and 
other problems would be of great 
significance to the maintenance 
and development of the world 
civilization and improvement of 
the quality of life of mankind. 
They stated that it was necessary 
to get more attentin to those 
problems from the international 
community, the United Nations 
and other international organiza- 
tions and seek coordinated mea- 
sures to alleviate and tackle 
them. 

17. China and the Soviet 
Union deemed it necessary to 
promote a fundamemtally heal- 
thy development of internation- 
al relations. To this end, the 


Chinese side proposed to esta- 
blish a new international politi- 
cal order on the basis of the Five 
Principles of Peaceful Coexist- 
ence, and the Soviet side pro- 
posed to foster new political 
thinking in international rela- 
tions. The understanding of the 
present international relations by 
each side is manifested in their 
respective propositions and con- 
cepts as stated above. 

18. The two sides considered it 
important to have contacts and 
dialogues between leaders of the 
two countries and intended to 
continue to do so in the future. 
President Gorbachey, on behalf 
of the Soviet leadership, invited 
Comrades Deng Xiaoping, Yang 
Shangkun, Zhao Ziyang and Li 
Peng to pay official visits to the 
Soviet Union. The Chinese side 
expressed thanks for his invita- 
tion. o 


China’s Position on Arms Transfer 


hinese ambassador for di- 
CS aarnament Fan Guoxiang 
made a 9-point statement 
on May Il on the question of 
international arms transfer at 
the United Nations disarmament 
commission during its delibera- 
tions on conventional disarma- 
ment. The commission, currently 
meeting in New York, is a deli- 
berative body of the UN General 
Assembly with the participation 
of all UN member states. As 
member states have expressed 
different views on this issue in 
recent years, China’s statement 
has attracted much attention 
from other delegations. 
The 9-point position statement 
by Fan Quoxiang is as follows: 
|. The question of internation- 
al arms transfer should be ad- 
dressed with a serious, discreet 
and responsible attitude. The 
transfer of arms must serve to 
safeguard the independence, sov- 


BEJJING REVIEW, MAY 29-JUNE 4, 1989 


ereignty and territorial integrity 
of the states concerned, and to 
contribute to the maintenance of 
their necessary and reasonable 
defence capability. No country 
should interfere in the internal 
affairs of others by means of 
arms transfer. 

2. International arms transfer 
should help the peoples in their 
just struggles against colonial 
domination, foreign aggression 
and occupation and for the real- 
ization or restoration of their in- 
alienable rights to national self- 
determination and independ- 
ence. 

3. International arms transfer 
should be conducive to preserva- 
tion and enhancement of peace, 
security and stability in the re- 
gions concerned and the world at 
large. 

4. Strict prohibition of all 
types of arms transfer should be 
applied to those states or regimes 


which, in violation of the United 
Nations Charter and the basic 
norms governing international 
relations, subject other countries 
to aggression, expansion and mil- 
itary occupation and practise ra- 
cism and colonial domination. 
The countries concerned should 
take vigorous measures to 
stop international arms trans- 
fer which is related to such ille- 
gal acts as drug trafficking and 
international terrorism and to 
Strengthen international co- 
operation in this respect. 

5. The question of the interna- 
tional arms transfer should be 
addressed in conjunction with 
the questions of reducing inter- 
national tension, removing re- 
gional conflicts, checking the 
arms race and realizing disar- 
mament under effective supervi- 
sion, 

6. On the basis of compliance 
with the above-mentioned princi- 
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ples, rational regulation and lim- 
itation of international arms 
transfer could be made so as to 
promote stability at a low arma- 
ment level and enhance world 
peace and security. 

7. The biggest arms supplier 
countries bear a special responsi- 
bility in regulating and limiting 
international arms transfer, and 
they should be the first to take 
actions. The United States of 
America and the Union of the 
Soviet Socialist Republics should 
take the lead in adopting con- 
crete and effective  self- 
restraining measures, including 
drastic reduction in their arms 
exports, so as to create fayour- 
able conditions for consultations 
and negotiations among all arms 


supplier and recipient countries 
on the rational regulation and 
limitation of international arms 
transfer. 

8. The arms supplier and reci- 
pient countries, as well as other 
countries concerned, should be 
encouraged to carry out consul- 
tations and negotations on an 
equal footing based on the prin- 
ciple of undiminished security of 
all the parties and other relevant 
principles as contained in the 
Final Document of the first spe- 
cial session of the United Na- 
tions General Assembly devot- 
ed to disarmament, and reach 
agreement on the rational regula- 
tion and limitation of interna- 
tional arms transfer. 

9. The United, Nations should 


play a useful role in rationally 
regulating and limiting interna- 
tional arms transfer. For inst- 
ance, it should urge the biggest 
arms supplier countries to dis- 
charge their special responsibili- 
ty and take the lead in adopt- 
ing self-restraining meassures, it 
should encourage all states to 
carry out consulations and reach 
agreement on the rational regula- 
tion and limitaion of arms trans- 
fer and provide necessary con- 
sulting and technical services to 
them and it should initiate stu- 
dies and formulate necessary and 
effective measures against such 
arms transfer which should be 
prohibited. o 
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Strong Measures Declared to Curb ‘Turmoil’ 


remier Li Peng called for re- 

solute and powerful mea- 

sures to curb what he 
termed “turmoil” and restore or- 
der on May 19. 

Li, also a member of the 
Standing Committee of the Polit- 
ical Bureau of the Chinese Com- 
munist Party Central Commit- 
tee, made the call at a meeting of 
cadres from the Party, govern- 
ment and army organs at the 
central and Beijing municipal 
levels held by the CPC Central 
Committee and the State Council 
in Beijing. 

He said the meeting, held ac- 
cording to a decision of the 
Standing Committee of the Polit- 
ical Bureau of the CPC Central 
Committee, was aimed at mobil- 
izing all to maintain stability 
and unity in order to ensure the 
smooth progress of the reform, 
the open policy and socialist 
modernization. 

The Premier said that the 
briefing by the Beijing Munici- 
pal Party Committee Secretary 
Li Ximing showed that the capi- 
tal is in a critical situation. The 
anarchic state is becoming from 
bad to worse, and law and discip- 
line are being violated. Before 
the beginning of May the situa- 
tion was becoming to cool down 
as a result of great efforts. But 
after that the turmoil revived 
again. More and more students 
and other people were involved 
in demonstrations and many col- 
leges and universities had come 
to a standstill. Traffic was 
jammed everywhere, Party and 
government offices were affected 
and public security was deterior- 
ating. All this has seriously dis- 
turbed the normal order of prod- 
uction, work, study and every- 
day life of the local people. Some 
activities on the agenda of the 
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Sino-Soviet summit that attract- 
ed worldwide attention had to be 
cancelled, greatly damaging Chi- 
na’s international image and 
prestige. 

The Premier said some of the 
students on a hunger strike at 
Tiananmen Square were contin- 
uing their fast, their health was 
seriously deteriorating and the 
lives of some were in immi- 
nent danger. Actually, he said, 
a handful of persons were using 
the hunger strikers as “hostages” 
to force the government to yield 
to their political demands. 

The Party and the government 
have on one hand taken every 
possible measure to treat and res- 
cue the fasting students. On the 
other hand, they have held sever- 
al dialogues with representatives 
of the fasting students and have 
earnestly promised to continue 
to listen to their opinions in the 
future, in the hope that the stu- 
dents would end their hunger 
Strike immediately. But the dia- 
logues did not yield results as 
expected. Representatives of the 
hunger striking students said 
that they could no longer con- 
trol the situation on Tiananmen 
Square packed with extremely 
excited crowds who kept shout- 
ing demagogic slogans. 

Li said the situation in Bei- 
jing is still worsening, and has 
already affected many other ci- 
ties in the country. 

This will lead to a nationwide 
turmoil if action is not taken to 
stabilize the situation. 

The Party and government 
have pointed out time and again 
that the students are kind- 
hearted and do not want to 
create turmoil. Instead, these pa- 
triotic students hope to promote 
democracy and overcome cor- 
ruption, and this is in line with 


the goals the Party and govern- 
ment have strived to achieve. 
Questions raised by the students 
have exerted positive influence 
on improving the work of the 
Party and government. But, de- 
monstrations, protests, class boy- 
cotts, hunger strikes and other 
forms of petition have upset so- 
cial stability, and will not help 
solve problems. 

The Premier said it has be- 
come more and more clear that 
the very few people who attempt 
to create turmoil want to reach 
their political goals—negating 
the leadership of the CPC and 
the socialist system and violat- 
ing the Constitution—goals that 
they could not reach through de- 
mocratic and legal channels. 

They concentrate their attack 
on Comrade Deng Xiaoping, 
who has made great contribu- 
tions to-China’s reform, opening 
to the outside world and adher- 
ence to the four cardinal princi- 
ples. Their purpose is to over- 
throw the people’s government 
elected by the National People’s 
Congress and totally negate the 
people’s democratic dictatorship. 
They stir up trouble everywhere, 
establish secret ties, set up illegal 
organizations and force the Par- 
ty and government to recognize 
them. In doing so they attempted 
to lay a foundation to set up op- 
position factions and opposition 
parties in China. If they should 
succeed, the reform and opening 
to the outside world, democracy 
and legality and socialsit moder- 
nization would all come to no- 
thing. 

He said one important purpose 
for us to take a clear-cut stand in 
opposing the turmoil and expos- 
ing the political conspiracy of a 
handful of people is to distin- 
guish the masses of young stu- 
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dents with the handful of people 
who incited the turmoil. 

Our restraint in handling the 
student unrest earlier, he said, 
stemmed from a wish not to hurt 
good people. However, the hand- 
ful of behind-the-scenes people 
took the tolerance as weakness. 

Under these circumstances we 
were forced to take decisive mea- 
sures to put an end to the tur- 
moil, he said. 

It must be stressed, he said, 
that even under such circumst- 
ances we should still persist in 
protecting the patriotism of the 
students, make a clear distinc- 
tion between them and the very 
few people who created the tur- 
moil, and we will not penalize 
students for their radical words 
and actions in the student move- 
ment. Moreover, dialogue will 
continue between the Party and 
the government on one hand and 
the students and people from 
other walks of life on the other. 


Under extremely complicated 
conditions in this period, leaders, 
teachers and students of many 
colleges and universities have 
taken pains to try to prevent de- 
monstrations and keep order for 
teaching and studying. Public se- 
curity personnel and armed pol- 
icemen have made great contri- 
butions in maintaining traffic, 
social order and security under 
extremely difficult conditions. 
Government offices, factories, 
shops, enterprises and institu- 
tions have persisted in produc- 
tion and work, taking pains to 
keep social life in order. For afl 
this, the Party and the govern- 
ment are grateful. 

Now, to check the turmoil 
and quickly restore order, Li ap- 
pealed the students on hunger 
strike on Tiananmen Square end 
their fast immediately, leave the 
square, receive medical treat- 
ment and recover their health as 
soon as possible. 

He also called on the entire 


Party, army and nation to act 
immediately to stabilize the si- 
tuation. 

All Communist Party mem- 
bers must strictly abide by the 
Party’s discipline. 

Governments at various levels 
must enforce administrative dis- 
cipline and law, strengthen lead- 
ership and administration over 
their regions and departments 
and carry out the work of stabil- 
izing the situation, reform and 
economic construction. 

Public security personnel and 
armed policemen should make 
greater efforts to maintain traff- 
ic and social order, intensify so- 
cial security, and resolutely 
crack down on criminal activi- 
ties. 

All industrial and commercial 
enterprises and government in- 
stitutions should abide by work 
discipline. 

And schools on strike should 
resume classes unconditionally. 

a] 


Li Peng Meets With Student Leaders 


hinese Premier Li Peng 

met representatives of the 

Striking students for an 
hour at the Great Hall of the 
People around noon on May 18, 
the sixth day of the hunger 
strike. 

He was accompanied by Li 
Tieying, member of the Political 
Bureau and Minister in charge 
of the State Education Commis- 
sion, Yan Mingfu, member of 
the Secretariat of the Party’s 
Central Committee, Chen 
Xitong, mayor of Beijing Muni- 
cipality and Li Ximing, secretary 
of the Beijing Municipal Party 
Committee and member of the 
Political Bureau. Several college 
and university chancellors and 
professors attended the meeting. 
Excerpts of the talks follow: 

LI PENG: I am glad to see 
you. Today, we will talk only 
about one thing: how to get the 
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fasting students out of their pre- 
sent plight. 

The Party and government are 
deeply concerned and worried 
about the matter and their 
health. Let’s solve this problem 
first and other matters can be 
discussed later. We have no oth- 
er motives; we are mainly con- 
cerned. 

You are all young, no more 
than 22 or 23 years of age. My 
youngest son is older than you. 

I have three children. None of 
them engage in official profiteer- 
ing. To us, you are like our own 
children. 

WUER KAIXI (a student 
leader from Beijing Teacher’s 
University): Premier Li, if we go 
on like this, it seems we won't 
have enough time. We should en- 
ter substantial talks as soon as 
possible. Just now you said we 
would discuss only one thing, but 


in fact it was not you who invited 
us to be here and rather it was so 
many people on the Tiananmen 
Square who asked you to come 
out and talk with us. So, as to 
how many questions we should 
discuss, it is for us to decide. 
Fortunately, our point of view is 
unanimous. Now there are many 
people in the square, you have 
probably known how many of 
them have fainted. I think the 
most important thing is to find 
a solution. Yesterday we all lis- 
tened to and read Comrade Zhao 
Ziyang’s written speech. Why 
have no students left the square 
so far? We believe that it is not 
enough, far from enough. You 
know our conditions and the si- 
tuation on the square. 

J think I might call you Teach- 
er Li because you are of such an 
elderly age and I feel I might do 
so. But the question now is not to 
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persuade us to leave. We really 
hope to ask students to leave the 
square. Over there is not such a 
thing as majority rules; in fact, it 
is 99.9 percent of people must 
obey the will of the 0.1 percent of 
the people—if only one hunger 
striker refused to leave, the other 
hundreds would never leave the 
square either. 


As for our two points, we have ' 


proposed an earlier rehabilita- 
tion and denunciation of the ed- 
itorial of People’s Daily (on 
April 26). This means that first, 
we demand the government not 
only to affirm the movement of 
students from the positive side, 
but also to negate from the nega- 
tive side the April 26 editorial, 
which labeled the movement as a 
turmoil. Up to now no one has 
ever said that the student move- 
ment is not a turmoil. Besides, 
the nature of this movement 
shall be defined. Then, we may 
have several ways: 

First, we think comrade Zhao 
Ziyang or comrade Li Peng 
had better go to the Tiananmen 
Square and talk directly with 
the students there. Secondly, the 
People’s Daily should put out an- 
other editorial to negate its edito- 
rial on April 26, and to apologize 
to people all over the country 
and acknowledge the great sig- 
nificance of the current student 
movement. Only by this way, 
could we try our best to persuade 
the students to switch from hun- 
ger strike to a sit-in. And then 
under such circumstances we can 
go on with our effort to solve the 
problem. We may try our best, 
but we can’t guarantee we can 
make it. But if this demand can- 
not be satisfied, it will be hard to 
predict how things will develop. 
As for the dialogue, it should be 
an openly, equal, direct and sin- 
cere one with representatives of 
the masses of students. The State 
Council has already said it wants 
to hold dialogue, but why can’t 
we set these conditions? Here, 
open means a live television 
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broadcast. This is openness in a 
real sense. And both Chinese and 
foreign reporters should be pre- 
sent. As for equal, it means the 
dialogue should be conducted be- 
tween leaders who have the 
decision-making power and gen- 
uine student representatives who 
can influence the student move- 
ment and are directly elected by 
the students. This means direct 
and equal. During the dialogue, 
responses such as “I cannot an- 
swer this question” or “this is just 
my personal view” are unaccept- 
able. One might give such a res- 
ponse if some questions we raise 
haven’t been discussed at meet- 
ings of the Politburo, but new 
meetings should be immediately 
convened to discuss such ques- 
tions. We think this is the gen- 
uine attitude towards solving 
problems. 

WANG DAN (a student lead- 
er from Beijing University): We 
representatives here actually re- 
present the fasting students in 
the Tiananmen Square and as- 
sume the responsibility for the 
safety of their lives. So we hope 
évery leader can make known his 
opinion on the two questions we 
have raised. As initiators and or- 
ganizers of the hunger strike, we 
are all worried about our fellow 
fasting students’ lives. I think ev- 


Li Peng Meets With student leaders 


ery leader shares the same con- 
cern. Based on such a thinking, 
we hope the two questions can be 
expounded as soon as possible. 

XIONG YAN (a Beijing 
University student): We believe, 
no matter whether the govern- 
ment or other sectors recognize 
it is a patriotic and democratic 
movement or not, history will 
surely do so. But why do we espe- 
cially urge the government and 
other sectors to recognize it? It 
represents the people’s wish: they 
want to see whether the govern- 
ment is really their own govern- 
ment. It is where the question 
lies. Second, as communist figh- 
ters, we are all people who have 
a conscience and a sense of hu- 
manity. To solve problems like 
these, face-saving and whatever 
else should be excluded from any 
consideration. As long as it is a 
people’s government, the people 
will still support it after it admits 
its mistakes. Third, we have com- 
plaints about Premier Li Peng, 
not because we have personal 
grievances against you. We have 
complaints about you, because 
you are the Premier of the Peo- 
ple’s Republic. 

WANG ZHIXIN (a student 
from China Political Science and 
Law University): The slogan of 
democracy and science has been 


Hunger Strike Shakes China 


The hunger strike that lasted seven days drew world attention. On May 19, the 
students ended their hunger strike at 9 pm. As part of the struggle for democracy, the 
students started their movement in mid-April with mourning activities over the death 
of Hu Yaobang, former CPC general secretary. 


1. On April 21, 1989, the first wreaths were laid at the Monument to the People’s Heroes 
to mourn Hu Yaobang, general secretary of the Communist Party of China from 1982 
to early 1987. 


2. On April 22, more than 100,000 students and other citizens gathered at Tiananmen 
Square to mourn Hu Yaobang at the same time as the memorial service for Hu was being 
held inside the Great Hall of the People. 


3. On April 27, students held a demonstration demanding further reform and the 
enhancement of democracy and the legal system. Demonstrators are in front of Zhong- 
nanhai’s Xinhua Gate, where the Party and government headquaters are located. The 
banner reads: “Long Live Democracy.” 


4. On May 4, students and other youth gathered in Tiananmen Square to celebrate the 
70th anniversary of the May 4th Movement, a patriotic movement in modern Chinese 
history. The celebration was incorporated into the present student movement. 


c 5. One of the hunger strikers. The characters written on his shirt read: 


“Correct the judgment on the student movement and convene an equal 
dialogue.” 


12 7 6. Doctors give emergency treatment to a fasting student. 
7. Hunger-striking college girl from the Central Drama Institute. 
ee: 5 8. The hunger strike—Day Four. 


| ol a 6 9. Student strikers count the contributions donated to them by Beijing 
citizens to help them buy specially prepared medicine for the fasting 
students. 


10. The fasting students’ oath: “I swear to promote my country’s democratic process, my country’s prosperity 
and I have voluntarily taken up this hunger strike. I will resolutely obey the fasting group’s discipline. I will 
never give up until we reach our goal.” 


11. A hunger striker making a speech to clarify to his fellow students the purpose and requirements of the 
hunger strike. 


12. General Secretary Zhao Ziyang and Qiao Shi, another CPC leader, stand by the sickbed of two fasting 
students who were hospitalized. 


D 
13. One million people marched in Beijing on May 17 in support of the students. 
14. A group of workers show their support. 
1 ae 15. Members of democratic parties taking part in a march to lend support. 


16. A group of Chinese intellectuals on the march. 


Photos by Xu Xiangjun, Xue Chao (reporters for Beijing Review), and Ru Suichu. 
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chanted for 70 years, but it has 
never been materialized. Today 
we are chanting the slogan again. 
I would like to offer another 
word to the government. When 
we began our petition on April 
22, you didn‘t come out. We have 
staged a hunger strike from May 
13 till now. There is an interna- 
tional practice that any govern- 
ment should respond when a 
hunger strike has lasted for seven 
days. Even such a country like 
South Africa can comply. One 
more question. How does the 
government feel now people 
from all walks of life, includ- 
ing kindergarten teachers, have 
joined the demonstration? 

WANG CHAOHUA (a post- 
graduate from the Chinese Aca- 
demy of Social Sciences): I be- 
lieve that the students are staging 
a democratic movement of their 
own accord to gain the rights sti- 
pulated by the Constitution. This 
is the point that I wish to make 
clear. If it were only patriotic 
enthusiasm, anything might have 
happened with such enthusiasm. 
Otherwise, no one can explain 
the sober-mindedness, reason, 
restraint and good order in this 
very movement. 

SHAO JIANG ( a Beijing 
University student): The student 
movement may have become a 
people’s movement. The students 
are relatively reasonable. But we 
cannot ensure that a people’s 
movement can be reasonable. I 
would like to hear your opinion 
on how to cope with the situa- 
tion. 

LI PENG: Now let me make 
some points. Since you all wish 
to talk about the substantial 
question, I first come to a con- 
crete one. I suggest that the na- 
tional and Beijing Red Cross so- 
cieties should send all the fasting 
students safely to the hospitals. I 
hope that all the other students 
on the square will support and 
co-operate with them. This is my 
concrete suggestion. At the same 
time, I order that the medical 
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workers in all hospitals in Bejing, 
belonging to the municipality or 
central government departments, 
should go all out to take care of 
hunger strikers and assure the 
absolute safety of their lives. 
Whatever common points and 
differences we have, the most 
important thing is to rescue their 
lives. In this regard, the govern- 
ment is duty-bound. Every stu- 
dent on the square should also 
co-operate for the sake of caring 
about your fellow students. What 
I want is not that the fasting 
students be brought to hospital 
only after they are critically ill. 
We must do it now. I have issued 
directives that all hospitals must 
try their best to prepare beds and 
necessary medical equipment for 
treating the students. The doc- 
tors and nurses have been toiling 
day and night taking care of the 
students. This morning, Ziyang, 
Qiao Shi, Qili and I went to visit 
some students in the hospitals. 
Second, neither the Govern- 
ment nor the Party Central Com- 
mittee, has ever said that the stu- 
dents are arousing turmoil. We 
have been affirming the stu- 
dents’ patriotic enthusiasm, and 
many things you’ve done are 
right. Many questions you have 
raised are just the ones that the 
Government hopes to deal with. 
Frankly speaking, you have ac- 
tually helped the government to 
a certain degree in its efforts 
towards solving these problems. 
There are some problems which 
we have long been trying to solve 
but could not be timely solved 
because of many obstructions. 
Students have sharply raised 
questions about ‘such problems, 
which will help the government 
remove the obstacles on its way 
ahead. I think this is positive. 
But, the development of the si- 
tuation does not depend on your 
best intention, desirable expec- 
tation, and patriotic enthusiasm. 
In fact, disorder has already ap- 
peared in Beijing and it is 
spreading across the whole coun- 


try. I didn’t mean at all to let the 
students to bear the blame. But 
the actual situation is there. I can 
tell you that the transportation 
on the Jing-Guang Railway ar- 
tery was blocked at Wuhan 
for three hours yesterday. Now 
many people who have no fixed 
duty from some cities have come 
to Beijing in the name of stu- 
dents. Beijing these days is basi- 
cally in a state of anarchy. I say 
it again. I have no intention of 
letting the students be blamed. I 
hope that you can think about it. 
What will come out of it if things 
go on like this? 

The Government of the Peo- 
ple’s Republic of China is a one 
that is responsible to the whole 
nation. We can not ignore the 
current situation. We will protect 
the students’ lives, factories, the 
achievements of socialism as well 
as our capital. No matter wheth- 
er you like this or not, I am glad 
to have such an opportunity to 
tell you. Turmoils have hap- 
pened many times in the Chinese 
history. At the beginning, many 
people did not intend to arouse 
turmoil but finally it happened. 

Third, some government func- 
tionaries, city residents, workers, 
even some personnel from some 
of the State Council Depart- 
ments have taken to the street to 
show their support to the hunger 
strikers. [ hope you won’t misun- 
derstand them. They did so out 
of their concern about you, hop- 
ing that your health will not be 
harmed. But I don’t totally ap- 
prove some of their practices. If 
their try to persuade you to eat 
and drink, take care of your 
health and then persuade you to 
leave the square as soon as possi- 
ble and later discuss your prob- 
lems with the government. It will 
be completely correct. But quite 
a number of them are actually 
encouraging you to keep on strik- 
ing. I cannot say what is their 
motivation, but I don’t approve 
of such acts. As premier, I have 
to explicitly express my attitude. 
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We understand that you have 
raised two questions. As the pre- 
mier of the government and a 
Party member, I do not intend to 
hide my points of view, but I am 
not going to talk about them to- 
day and I will discuss it at an 
appropriate time. Moreover, I 
have almost stated my views. If 
you insist on quibbling over this 
issue today, I don’t think it is 
appropriate. If you don’t think 
you students present here can in- 
fluence your companions on the 
square, I would like to have you 
pass on my urgings to the hunger 
strikers. I hope that they end the 
hunger strike as soon as possible 
and receive treatment in hospital 
earlier. On behalf of the Party 
and the Government, I again ex- 
press cordial solicitude for them 
and sincerely hope that they will 


accept this simple, but urgent re- 
quest from the Government. 

WUER KAIXI: Very sorry. 
Just now I passed on a note to 
you. I want to remind you now 
that we students wish to resolve 
the problem from a humanitari- 
anist position. 

The other point is that the key 
to solving the problem lies not 
in persuading us present here to 
leave, but in persuading those 
out in the square to leave. I have 
made clear the conditions for 
their leaving. There is only one 
choice and this is an objective 
reality, If one student refuses to 
leave and continues the hunger 
strike, it will be extremely diffi- 
cult for us to guarantee that the 
others will go. I also want Pre- 
mier Li Peng and other leaders 
present here to consider the feas- 


‘We’re Not Wrong, Mum! 
— Report from the Hospital 


The student hunger strikers have drawn the spotlight of the world’s media. To help our readers 
obtain a more accurate picture of the students who participated in the movement, we provide 
here a profile of three students: one hunger striker, one picket and one medical graduate who 
worked as an emergency doctor, based on interviews done by our correspondent at the Peking 
Union Medical College Hospital.— Ed. 


by Our Staff Reporter Shang Rongguang 


ying in a temporary ward at 
L Peking Union Hospital, Hou 

Kang, one of the hunger stri- 
kers from Tiananmen Square, 
said he had written down his 
thoughts a couple of days before. 

“I knew my mother would be 
heartbroken if I died, but it was 
not my fault,” said the 23-year- 
old man. “So I must tell her: we 
are not wrong!” 

Hou, who swore he would eith- 
er live with democracy or die for 
it, said he believed that if he 
died, his death would awaken his 
parents and others. 

Hou is a senior in the mechan- 
ical engineering department of 
Beijing Theoretical and Engi- 
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neering University. He has a 
younger brother and both his 
parents work in a county hospi- 
tal near Xian, capital of Shaanxi 
Province. Hou joined the hunger 
strike on May 13 and was sent to 
the hospital in the early morning 
hours of May 19. 

The hospital ward was in fact 
part of a corridor, , separated 
from the hallway by curtains, 
and Hou’s bed was just a mat- 
tress on the floor. But the pa- 
tients were receiving first-rate 
medical care there, at one of Chi- 
na’s best hospitals. 

Hou was one of the first 15 
students from his university to 
join the hunger strike. The group 


ibility of leaving the problem to 
the Red Cross to handle, 

I want ot repeat again what I 
have said. Let us stop squabbling 
and give a quick answer to our 
demands, because the students 
are still suffering from hunger 
in the square. Otherwise, we will 
say that the government has no 
sincerity at all and it is unneces- 
sary for us representatives to sit 
here any longer. 

WANG DAN: If Premier Li 
thinks that the students’ protests 
will lead to social upheavals, f 
say, in the name of all the 
students, that the government 
should shoulder the blame. 

As they ended the meeting, the 
officials and student representa- 
tives agreed that the talks were 
only a meeting rather than a dia- 
logue, oO 


included two women. The second 
day, the number of hunger stri- 
kers from the school had in- 
creased to 180, according to Hou. 

“We went to Tiananmen 
Square without letting the school 
leaders know,” said Hou, “be- 
cause they didn’t support us. The 
next day, when the water we had 
brought with us was finished, we 
felt gloomy. We didn’t have a 
single drop of water between 
May 14 and the morning of May 
13." 

Hou recounted that the most 
stirring and tragic moment for 
the group was when they heard 
that the government would forci- 
bly clear the square at 3 a.m. on 
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Hou Kang, a hunger striker, gives a victory sign from his bed at Peking Union 


Medical College Hospital. 


May 15, because of Gorbachev’s 
impending visit. 

“They said they would not 
take any responsibility if any- 
thing happened. I wrote my last 
letter to my mother because 
I didn’t expect to leave there 
alive,” Hou said. 

“But the next afternoon, our 
teachers came. When we saw the 
flag of our school and the huge 
poster our teachers were carrying 
to express their support for us, 
we all cried. We saw hope. In the 
next two days, millions of Beijing 
people and students from all over 
the country expressed their sup- 
port for us. We knew we would 
not die and it seemed to be the 
dawn of victory.” 

Hou stopped speaking sudden- 
ly and his eyes dimmed. “But up 
until now,” he said, “we have not 
yet found a door to victory. Our 
delegation for dialogue with the 
government has been waiting, 
first in front of the Great Hall of 
the People, and then at Xinhua 
Gate (the front gate of the office 
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of the State Council), but no- 
body cared and the door for dia- 
logue is still closed. That’s why 
we're still having the hunger 
strike.” 

On May 16, according to Hou, 
when there was still no sign of 
hope for dialogue, a group of 
people decided to separate them- 
selves from the hunger strikers 
and to start a thirst strike, refus- 
ing to take either food or water. 
The following day, more than a 
dozen people registered as volun- 
teers to burn themselves. It was 
only because of strong opposition 
by the union of the universities 
that they changed their minds. 
Hou said he is afraid that those 
who want to burn themselves 
will decide once again to do it 
if the government maintains its 
cold attitude toward the stu- 
dents. 

Hou said he understands the 
effects that fasting might have 
on his body. “I had never missed 
a meal before, and I knew the 
result might be dangerous,” he 


said. “But there was no other 
way, because the government 
had turned a cold shoulder to- 
ward our other activities, includ- 
ing the demonstrations, the sit- 
ins and the student strike. I just 
wanted to show that we are not 
wrong.” 

He said that he received a let- 
ter about May first from his 
mother, which said only that “so- 
ciety is in disorder; you should 
not be involved.” Nevertheless, 
he said, he still worried that peo- 
ple outside Beijing didn’t know 
what was really happening. 
“They may think we're really 
doing something wrong, such as 
beating people, looting or smash- 
ing ... because the media have all 
been under government control 
and there have been no objective 
reports about the matter.” 

Hou said he has received med- 
ical care in the hospital, but he 
refused to eat because the goal 
had not yet been reached. “Only 
if our two conditions are met will 
we stop our hunger strike. First, 
a Renmin Ribao (People’s Daily) 
editorial declaring that the stu- 
dents’ activities are a patriotic 
and democratic movement, and 
second, that the government 
agree to hold a dialogue with the 
student representatives.” 

He said he still remembers 
what happened to the 1986 stu- 
dent demonstrators. Because of 
unfair reports by the media, he 
said, the students were criticized 
and wronged by the whole socie- 
ty. “That’s why we put freedom 
of the press as the third of our 
seven demands,” he said. 

“We know there will be a long 
process before democratization 
can be realized in China, but as 
long as there is freedom of the 
press, democracy will be pushed 
forward.” 

Hou said that because of the 
opaque nature of Chinese poli- 
tics, he did not know what was 
happening in the central govern- 
ment. But, he said, he believed 
there must be some good-hearted 
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people in the government. “We 
don’t want our movement to 
be used by anybody,” he said. 
“What we oppose is a one-man 
dictatorship, and we don’t want a 
new dictator of the same kind to 
take his place when the old falls.” 


Protect the Students 


Another patient in the same 
hospital ward was He Xunshe, a 
student majoring in engineering 
physics at Qinghua University, 
who is also a native of Shaanxi 
Province. He was not a hunger 
striker, but rather was a picket. 
So, while being checked by the 
doctor, he was eating steamed 
bread for his breakfast. 

He said he joined the picket 
line as a volunteer on the second 
day of the hunger strike. “We 
were answering a call from the 
union of university students in 
Beijing to protect the hunger stri- 
kers,” he said. “When I saw the 
students were lying there suffer- 
ing and the doctors were treating 
them, I made up my mind to do 
my best.” 

According to He, besides pro- 
tecting the hunger strikers and 
keeping order at the square, the 
pickets also helped check the slo- 
gans of the demonstrators. “We 
don’t want anyone to lead the 
movement astray,” he said. 
“When we see people demon- 
strating with an improper slogan, 
we suggest they change it.” He 
said the slogans the students use 
are all agreed on by the union of 
the universities. 

With some pride, He said that 
in maintaining public order, the 
pickets were sometimes even 
more effective than the Public 
Security personnel. The police, 
especially students from the 
public security school who were 
assigned temporary duties, were 
somewhat scared. 

He said that on Thursday, the 
day before he was sent to the 
hospital because of a fever, a bi- 
cycle rider was stopped by a 
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Public Security University stu- 
dent who was on traffic duty. 
The bike rider was reluctant to 
obey and the two wrangled, even 
though an ambulance carrying a 
student to the hospital was ap- 
proaching. 

“All because you’re wearing 
that big cap?” the bicycle rider 
asked the police student. “At that 
moment,” He said, “the student 
pickets came over and he had to 
obey.” 

Although he was not a hunger 
striker, He said, he had not slept 
for four days and nights and had 
had very little to eat. He said he 
was so exhausted that when he 
was accompanying a hunger stri- 
ker to the bathroom, he fell as- 
leep while waiting outside and 
did not know when his compa- 
nion left. 

Like many of his schoolmates, 
He is ambitious for his future. 
“The development of atomic 
science in our country is still at 
an early stage,” he said. “I’m eag- 
er to make my contribution in 
this area.” He said that progress 
in studying science and engineer- 
ing parallels the amount of time 
spent and therefore the days of 
missed classes and study were a 
big loss for him. 


“But I can endure this personal 
loss,” he said. “I'll be much hap- 
pier to live in a society with free- 
dom for public opinion and hu- 
man rights. In the future, I'll 
work harder to obtain new techn- 
ical achievements and help the 
country prosper. Maybe one of 
my achievements will power two 
automobile factories.” 

Standing at Tiananmen 
Square for several days, He said 
he had seen all kinds of people. 
One thing he really dislikes, 
he said, is roaring motorcycles, 
which have passed by frequently 
carrying banners of support for 
the students. “It’s no good for the 
hunger strikers,” he said. 

He also said that some of the 
demonstrators don’t quite under- 
stand what the students are 
doing or even why they them- 
selves are there. He gave as an 
example the fact that one night, 
when it rained, when the stu- 
dents were suffering from hun- 
ger, cold and the rain, thousands 
of observers were standing ar- 
ound with umbrellas in hand. 
“They came out of curiosity,” he 
said. 

Since the beginning of the stu- 
dent movement, some conflicts 
have arisen between the police 


He Xunshe, a student picket from Qinghua University, receives treatment at the 
Union Hospital. 
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and the students. Many of the 
Students, as well as other citi- 
zens, have gotten a bad impres- 
sion of the police. But He said it 
is not the fault of the police. “I 
understand it’s the natural duty 
of a soldier to obey an order. 
If the Chinese police and army 
don’t obey orders, I won't say it’s 
a good thing. However, some of 
the police are too poorly trained 
and have too little education. 
They don’t even know that they 
should not beat a peaceful per- 


son. 


Cure the Sick 


Yang Mo, a postgraduate stu- 
dent at Peking Union Hospital 
College, looked refreshed after 
taking a shower. If it weren’t for 
his red eyes and hoarse voice, no 
one would guess he had not rest- 
ed over the previous week's time. 

Dr. Yang had been working as 
a relief doctor for the hunger 
strikers. “To save the dying and 
help the injured is our profes- 
sional duty,” he said. “The stu- 
dents are doing this out of patrio- 
tism. They are the future of 
our country, and we must help 
them.” 

Peking Union Medical Col- 
lege, he said, “was never sensitive 
in politics, and we never had a 
student strike. But this time, we 
were the first to set up a relief 
center at the square.” 

Dr. Yang, the president of the 
postgraduate union, led a group 
of volunteers to the strike site 
on Sunday morning. The banner 
they carried was donated by 
the students at Beijing Medical 
University, and the characters 
were written by students at the 
Central Academy of Fine Arts. 

Now in.his third year of grad- 
uate school, Dr, Yang graduat- 
ed from Sun Yat-sen Medical 
School in Guangzhou and 
worked at Peking Union Medical 
College Hospital for four years, 
including one year as an intern. 
He has now completed his re- 
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Student Tells Leaders 
Communist Party is Needed 


n May 20, top Chinese leaders went to the hospital to see 
Oo students suffering from the effects of fasting. During their 

conversations, one student said: “The Chinese Communist 
Party needs to rebuild its prestige and China must revive its 
national spirit.” 

Saying he was a representative of the students, the young man 
told visiting members of the Politburo of the Central Committee 
of the Communist Party of China Hu Qili and Qiao Shi that China 
is facing four problems: its enormous population, its shortage of 
raw materials, its poor economic foundation and the educational 
level of its people. “No matter who is in power, these four 
problems are difficult to solve at once and only under the leader- 
ship of the Chinese Communist Party can we solve them,” the 
student said. 

He went on to say: “It’s certainly a minority, not the majority 
of the party members, who have resulted in the party’s corruption. 
It is very important for the party to rebuild its prestige among the 
people. What prestige? The prestige that the party should have if 
it is to be still full of hope. As long as the party has hope, China 
has hope.” 

The student told the leaders that recently people generally see 
no hope at all, which has resulted in four divisions among the 
students in colleges and universities: those who indulge them- 
selves in playing mahjong, those who are busy preparing for the 
English test to permit them to study abroad, those who spend most 
of their time at dancing parties and those who embark on merry- 
making trips. “I think China should rebuild its national spirit and 
bring back people’s confidence,” he said. 

When asked if they agreed with what the student said, Hu and 


Qiao responded by nodding. 


(Based on a televised report by CCTV) 


search on nerve changes that oc- 
cur when the brain receives an 
insufficient blood supply. 
Admitting that he was not 
without worry about donating 
his time to the student demon- 
Stration, Yang, as a promising 
young doctor specializing in cer- 
ebral diseases, said he hopes to 
further his studies abroad. “I’m a 
little afraid that this activity will 
affect my job assignment after 
graduation and cause some pass- 
port problems,” he said. “But I 
cannot forget my responsibility 
as a doctor. When I found there 
were no medical workers at the 
square except for some freshman 
and sophomore medical students, 


I realized I must be there.” 
Following their example, more 
and more medical centers were 
set up to help the students. Ac- 
cording to Dr. Yang, the doctors 
are not only treating emergency 
cases. They also are giving the 
hunger strikers basic medical in- 
formation, such as what physical 
problems may result from exten- 
sive fasting, such as hypoglycem- 
ia, dehydration, mental disorders 
and metabolic acid poisoning. 
Yang said that one day he not- 
iced a student had fresh blood in 
his stool. He asked the student 
about his medical history and the 
student said he had previously 
had black stools. Yang diagnosed 
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gastric perforation and the stu- 
dent was hospitalized imme- 
diately. 

The doctor and his colleagues 
have received support from their 
hospital from the beginning, he 
said. At a meeting between the 
postgraduate students and tthe 
school’s leaders, he said, the 
leaders resolutely declared they 
would stand with the majority no 
matter what might happen. 

Union Hospital is one of the 
major hospitals working to re- 
lieve the hunger strikers. Up to 
the morning of May 19, 723 
students had received treatment 
from the hospital, and nine had 
been hospitalized with serious ill- 
nesses, according to Jiang Wan- 
gyuan of the hospital director’s 
office. Jiang said that due to the 
timely and careful treatment, no 
students had died at the hospital. 

Jiang said Union Hospital had 


set up three relief centers at 
Tiananmen Square, with senior 
doctors on duty. Some national- 
ly famous experts, including Dr. 
Shi Yifan, an endocrinologist, 
went to see the students on May 
15 and worked until midnight. 
After that, other professors from 
the hospital followed his exam- 
ple, offering their help, too. 

The hospital, already over- 
loaded, has been trying to serve 
the students well. To solve the 
bed shortage problem, Jiang said, 
a classroom was turned into a 
physical treatment room and the 
family planning ward was tem- 
porarily turned into a ward for 
the students. In addition, the 
corridors were transformed into 
wards for patients who were not 
expected to be hospitalized long. 

At the hospital, three shifts 
work 24-hours-a-day, with about 
100 people on each shift, includ- 


ing doctors, nurses, cooks and 
other workers, 

“We try our best not to impair 
our treatment of other patients,” 
Jiang said, “except for some 
who suffer from either minor or 
chronic diseases who can go to 
other hospitals.” 

“T don’t think there is any risk 
for us,” said Zong Shujie, a doc- 
tor at the hospital who is also 
party secretary. “The students 
need protection. As to the meth- 
ods they have taken, we don’t 
agree with them and we hope the 
situation won’t deteriorate.” 

“T care about my patients’ bod- 
ies, not their political ideas,” said 
Dr. Yang. “I try to persuade 
them to stop their hunger strike, 
but when they go back to contin- 
ue it after they receive treatment 
here, I won’t stop them. That’s 
their right.” Qo 


Sex Education: No Longer Taboo 


by Our Sstaff Reporter Lou Xinyue 


nate evil thoughts is to elimi- 

nate mystery,” wrote Jean- 
Jacques Rousseau in the 18th 
century. And in China today, 
perhaps no subject is more 
shrouded in mystery than sex. 

Perhaps this has always been 

true. But changes in Chinese so- 
ciety have made knowledge of 
sex and related issues ever more 
pressing. Consider, for example, 
the following facts: 
@ Improvements in living stan- 
dards and nutrition have caused 
Chinese youth to reach puberty 
earlier than ever before: girls 
usually start to menstruate at ar- 
ound 11 or 12, with boys experi- 
encing their first seminal emis- 
sions just a little later. 
w Earlier physical maturity has 
led not only to bewilderment, 
but also to increasing numbers of 


T°: one and only way to elimi- 
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sex-related problems. When a lo- 
cal newspaper in Shanghai con- 
ducted a survey of 445 male 
students, 274 said they had 
problems of one sort or another 
with their genitals. Experts be- 
lieve many of these probably oc- 
curred because the students had 
an inadequate knowledge of per- 
sonal hygiene during adolesc- 
ence. 

mw Accompanying the earlier on- 
set of maturity have been var- 
ious psychological changes. One 
of the most prominent has been 
the ever younger age at which 
children are showing interest 
in the opposite sex—known in 
China as the “early love phen- 
omenon.” Experts recommend 
that instead of trying to repress 
such feelings, children should be 
guided through education and 
appropriate reading materials to 


correct attitudes. 

gw Ban Yue Tan (Fortnightly For- 
um) has pointed out that while 
the number of crimes committed 
by middle school students has 
declined in recent years, sex- 
related crimes have been on the 
rise. 

m Sexually transmitted diseases 
(STD) were virtually erradicated 
in China during the 1960s. Ac- 
cording to the Beijing Public 
Health Bureau, not only have 
they now reappeared, but the 
number of reported cases is 
multiplying fast. Although no 
Chinese citizens have yet caught 
AIDS, 19 people have been dis- 
covered to be HIV positive in 
China: 15 of them foreigners 
—who have since been repatriat- 
ed—and four haemophilia pa- 
tients in Zhejiang Province who 
were treated with infected im- 
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“Sex education transforms social traditions,” says Professor Wu Jieping, chairman 


of the All-China Medical Association. 


ported blood products. One of 
these four has already died. 

These problems call for one 
thing above all—universal sex 
education. The Ministry of Publ- 
ic Health, for example, now be- 
lieves that the prevention of sex- 
ually transmitted diseases, in- 
cluding AIDS, calls for a full 
programme of sex education for 
the entire population. 

Most experts agree. They be- 
lieve lessons should cover both 
the physical and psychological 
aspects of sex and love and the 
moral values that necessarily ac- 
company such knowledge. 

But before this goal can be 
realized, there are many barriers 
that must be overcome. For near- 
ly a century, some individuals 
have been calling for knowledge 
of sex to be widely disseminated 
among the general population. 
But because for many centuries 
discussion of sex was tabooed in 
China, all efforts at changing the 
prevailing habits and mores of 
traditional thought proved futile 
until very recently. 


Rocks of Tradition 


Even relatively recent at- 
tempts to propagate a scientific 
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knowledge of sex have foundered 
on the rocks of traditional val- 
ues. During the early 1960s, the 
late Premier Zhou Enlai de- 
clared, “Efforts must be made to 
give young people proper sex ed- 
ucation.” Professor Ye Gongsha 
from the Beijing Medical Science 
University remembers the occa- 
sion. Following Zhou’s call, she 
wrote a newspaper article on sex 
education. During the following 
year, dozens of letters poured 
in daily. Most of them were 
straightforward inquiries about 
sexual matters—but many of 
them were direct pleas for help. 
But instead of marking a turning 
point in sex education, Zhou’s 
call and Ye’s work came to no- 
thing. 

When family planning was in- 
troduced in the 1970s, little at- 
tention was paid to sexual phy- 
siology and psychology, and even 
less was told to teenagers. At the 
time, most Chinese educational- 
ists argued that learning should 
concentrate principally on fos- 
tering revolutionary ideals and 
scientific knowledge. Sex educa- 
tion was deliberately excluded as 
the very discussion of sex was 
considered uncivilized. If a child 
raised such questions as how he 


came into being, very few par- 
ents were able to supply a true 
answer. 

Wu Jieping, chairman of the 
All-China Medical Science Asso- 
ciation and adviser to the Min- 
istry of Public Health, suggests 
there is one major reason why it 
has been hard to get sex educa- 
tion off the ground in China: 
“Sex education transforms social 
traditions. It can be regarded as 
a revolutionary event.” 

Wu in fact advocated the in- 
troduction of sex education in 
China shortly after the founding 
of the People’s Republic in 1949. 
In an exclusive interview with 
Beijing Review, he said it was 
impossible for someone to re- 
ceive no sex education, as hiding 
sex behind a curtain of mystery 
was in fact a peculiar and distort- 
ed form of sex education. In feu- 
dal times, he continued, people 
were told that the male and the 
female should not directly touch 
each other—a form of sex educa- 
tion which has resulted in mil- 
lions of Chinese people not fac- 
ing sexual problems squarely 
right up to the current day. 

Wu’s thoughts were echoed re- 
cently by Li Tieying, a state 
councillor and minister at the 
State Education Commission. At 
a talk he pointed out that sex 
education was a form of cultural 
consciousness. “The Chinese peo- 
ple ought not to be ignorant on 
sexual matters,” he said. “The 
schools should conduct classes on 
this subject so that it does not 
become a secret affair.” 


Inhibitions 


Today, following the  re- 
evaluation of many traditional 
values, things are a bit more 
open. But still many Chinese 
people avoid all references to 
sex. Consider the following ex- 
amples: 

m@ In 1988, a four-month exhibi- 
tion on sex education in Shang- 
hai—the first of its kind to be 
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held in China—attracted just 
6,000 among the city’s 550,000 
middle school students. 

mw According to one report, a 
Chinese school was showing a 
scientific film about human phy- 
siology. When it reached the part 
on the male reproductive organ, 
the female students all hurriedly 
left their seats. 

@ Last summer, after five years 
of preparation, the Beijing Mu- 
seum of Natural History was 
ready to mount an exhibition 
called The Origin of Man. But 
Opposition over parts of the 
show, including photographs of 
naked men and women supplied 
by overseas museums, led to its 
opening being postponed for sev- 
eral months. 

Nonetheless, attitudes have 
been changing. Many hospitals 
have opened special sex infor- 
mation consultancies, and sever- 
al cities including Guangzhou, 
Nanjing, Shanghai, Beijing and 
Tianjin have mounted exhibi- 
tions on sex and related subjects. 

To mark last year’s World 
AIDS Day, the Beijing Family 
Planning Commission held a spe- 
cial exhibition on AIDS and 
STD in the city’s Zhongshan 
Park. According to Hao Guan- 
gyin, an official at the commis- 
sion, it attracted around 2,000 
people daily. 

Sexual studies have greatly ex- 
panded during the last few years, 
particularly in the fields of med- 
icine, psychology, sociology and 
physiology, with numerous mon- 
ographs and translations finding 
their way into print. Newspapers 
and magazines have also begun 
to publish popular science pieces 
on sex and related subjects such 
as the use of contraceptives and 
sexual behaviour in marriage. 

In universities and colleges, 
lectures on sex are now becoming 
widespread, and in Beijing and 
several other places there are 
even special schools for newly- 
weds. 
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Systematic Programme 


Experts maintain, however, 
that China’s major need is a sys- 
tematic programme of sex educa- 
tion. As both the old and the 
young can experience sex-related 
problems, age should be no bar- 
rier to attendance at classes. But 
it is schools that have been the 
focus of attention. 

In 1980, Shanghai became the 
first city to organize sex educa- 
tion classes on a regular basis. 
They were fully incorporated 
into the city’s middle school edu- 
cation plan in 1985. Now 240 
of the city’s 900 middle schools 
have formal sex education les- 
sons. 

In the whole country, there are 
more than 6,000 middle schools 
which now run classes on sex 
education. Wang Mingda, vice- 
minister at the State Education 
Commission, said recently, “We 
will try to get support from the 
whole of society so that step by 
step, we can popularize sex edu- 
cation in a strict, careful and sys- 
tematic way.” 

Because of Shanghai’s role in 
the promotion of sex education, 
in June 1988 it was selected as 
the host venue for a national 
conference on puberty education 
jointly organized by the State 
Family Planning Commission 


and the State Education Com- 
mission. 

After the conference, the State 
Education Commission issued a 
circular to China’s local govern- 
ment education departments re- 
commending they acquire /00 
Questions and Answers on Mid- 
dle School Sex Education. The 
book was compiled under the 
guidance of the commission’s 
Physical Health Department. 

Its appearance last December 
sparked off a nationwide discus- 
sion, with the press, educational- 
ists and medical experts all join- 
ing in the call to implement full 
programmes of sex education in 
Chinese schools. 

According to the State Educa- 
tion Commission, discussions be- 
tween school students and their 
parents sponsored by the com- 
mission indicate that sex educa- 
tion is well-supported. And the 
commission has established a re- 
search group to investigate how 
sex education should best be 
taught to middle school students. 
Its brief includes the preparation 
of standard teaching materials. 


Sexual Mores 


At present, sex education 
classes cover not only the scien- 
tific and biological basis of re- 
production, but also the acquisi- 


Staff from the Beijing Jishultan Hospital hand out information about AIDS to 
passersby. 
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tion of sexual morals. Because of 
this, all courses have to include 
lessons on self-respect, self- 
love, self-possession and self- 
improvement. This aspect, in 
fact, has become more important. 
of late as some publishing hous- 
es and newspapers are now pre- 
pared to put economic returns 
above social values and willingly 
publish pornography or other ob- 
scene material. 

Although the state is trying to 
Strengthen its control over the 
content of such publications, 
their very existence renders sex 
education even more necessary 
to ensure that adolescents gain a 
true understanding of the nature 
of sex. 

As a final point, it is also 
worth noting that China’s open 
policy, while it has proved bene- 
ficial in introducing economic, 
political, scientific and cultural 
knowledge from abroad, does not 
entail the free import of Western 
attitudes. Sexual permissiveness, 
for example, will not be toler- 
ated. Although notions such as 
“free love” were once seen as the 
path to personal liberation in 
many Western societies, permis- 
siveness has in fact led to various 
social problems, such as high di- 
vorce rates, large numbers of 
illegitimate children, and prob- 
lems with sexually transmitted 
diseases. 

The aim of sex education in 
China is to replace the notion 
that human reproduction is a 
mysterious, hidden and forbid- 
den subject with a more open 
and civilized outlook. This does 
not, however, mean that China 
will become a sexually permis- 
sive society. And although obsta- 
cles remain to be overcome be- 
fore sex education becomes a 
part of every Chinese early teen- 
ager’s schooling, ever more peo- 
ple —from top officials to ordi- 
nary citizens—are now coming 
to realize its importance: oO 


BEJJING REVIEW, MAY 29-JUNE 4, 1989 


Sex Education ina 
Haidian Middle School 


by Our Staff Reporter Lou Xinyue 


School was one of the first 

schools in northwest Beijing’s 
Haidian District to offer sex ed- 
ucation classes to junior grade | 
and 2 students (aged around 13). 
Its courses include examining 
the bodily changes that occur at 
the onset of puberty, basic sex- 
ual psychology and personal hy- 
giene. They have all proved po- 
pular with the students. 

“Our sex education classes 
have helped me solve many of 
the problems that once puzzled 
me,” said one student. Like most 
of her classmates, she studied the 
course earnestly—out of the 348 
students examined last year, 201 
got full marks and the average 
score was 94.55 percent. 

The course is taught by Xu 
Lanying. “It involves explaining 
the menstrual cycle and seminal 
emissions, subjects which people 


] n 1986, the August | Middle 


tion lecture. 


Reproductive studies: Students from the August 1 Middle School at a sex educa- 


aren’t accustomed to talk about,” 
said Xu. “Before we started the 
course, some teachers and par- 
ents were worried that sex educa- 
tion might have a bad effect on 
the pupils. Some people said it 
was unnecessary to teach such a 
subject. Others said it was better 
not to talk about it as the child- 
ren would find out about it in 
other ways. 

“At first, I also had some mis- 
givings,” Xu continued, “But I 
thought that as there exists a 
large body of scientific know- 
ledge about sex, why shouldn’t I 
explain it to the students in a 
scientific way?” Encouraged and 
supported by the Haidian Dis- 
trict Educational Bureau and her 
school leaders, Xu organized the 
course herself. 

One of the main reasons for 
sex education is to help dispel the 
anxieties many young people suf- 
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fer as their bodies undergo the 
changes of puberty. Left in ig- 
norance, a lot of children feel 
restless or even frightened. One 
female student said, “Before 
these classes, I was really afraid 
about what would happen when 
my periods started. Meals were 
unappetizing and I didn’t dare 
take big strides or even turn 
over in bed. But since attending 
Teacher Xu’s classes, I haven't 
felt nervous at all.” 

As well as teaching girls about 
the physiology of menstruation, 
Xu concentrates on demonstrat- 
ing how to prevent related di- 
seases such as dysmenorrhea and 
bleeding of the uterus. 

During the course of her class- 
es, Xu discovered that some of 
her male pupils had picked up 
the habit of masturbation. A few 
of them were totally unable to 
control themselves, and would 
even masturbate during lessons. 
This often left them dispirited, 
lacking energy and constantly 
yawning. To help them, she took 
them aside for a private talk. Af- 
ter finding out why they mastur- 
bated, she told them of its di- 
sadvantages. Now, they have all 
succeeded in ridding themselves 
of this habit. 

_ Another problem that Xu’s les- 
sons have helped overcome has 
been the growing tendency of 
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School students and teachers discuss the problems of puberty. 


Sex education texts for middle school pupils. 


school pupils to immerse them- 
selves in love affairs. One of her 
students had entered a relation- 
ship with a local worker. As a 
result, there had been a marked 
decline in the quality of her 
schoolwork. Even though her 
parents were against the affair, 
the girl still continued seeing the 
worker. 

Xu taught her class why rom- 
ances should be avoided by mid- 
dle school students, and then 
took the girl aside for a heart-to- 
heart talk. Finally the girl decid- 
ed to break off her affair with 
that worker. “Teacher Xu told us 
about what sort of relationships 
should be established between 
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students,” said the girl. “Now 
I’ve come to understand about 
the disadvantages of getting in- 
volved in love affairs too early.” 
Her marks in class have gradual- 
ly started to rise again. 

The sex education classes have 
also helped realize some unex- 
pected benefits, in particular 
clearing up some misunderstand- 
ings between children and both 
their parents and their teachers. 
In the report he wrote at the end 
of one term, one boy student 
said, “Before I took the sex edu- 
cation course, I regarded myself 
as grown-up. I thought I knew 
about most things. My parents 
and teachers, however, could not 
understand me. But after study- 
ing the physiology and psycholo- 
gy of puberty, I have changed 
my outlook. I now think the ex- 
periences and views of my par- 
ents and teachers are worthy of 
notice. Now I like to talk with 
them, strengthening our mutual 
understanding and feelings.” 

Because of her classes, Xu has 
been designated one of Haidian’s 
advanced teachers. The district’s 
educational bureau has lost no 
time in trying to pass her experi- 
ence to other schools in the area, 
and many other teachers have 
been sent to visit her and find 
out about her teaching methods. 
oO 
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Hanamizake Economics and 
China’s Excessive Consumption 


GUOJ!] ZHANWANG 
(World Outlook) 


lem in China’s economic de- 

velopment over recent years 
that overall demand has sur- 
passed overall supply and that 
the growth rate of consumption 
has outstripped that of the na- 
tional income. What do foreign 
friends think about it? Morino 
Yuzo, director of the Shanghai 
Office of the Japan External 
Trade Organization, regards this 
short-term behaviour that only 
attends to present consumption 
without consideration of long- 
term economic construction as 
the phenomenon of “Hanami- 
zake Economics.” He points out 
that China’s economy will hardly 
develop greatly if this phenon- 
menon does not change. 

“Hanamizake Economics” is a 
book written in the 1960s by 
economist Ryu Shintaro. The 
book cites a fable. The story hap- 
pened during the festival of en- 
joying flowers in April one year 
when many people went to Tok- 
yo to enjoy the flowers, singing, 
dancing and drinking. Taro and 
Jiro, who were two poor brothers 
carried a bucket of wine intend- 
ing to sell it in Ueno. Shortly 
after they began their journey, 
Taro found five cents in his 
pocket by accident. He said to 
Jiro excitedly that he had five 
cents and that he wanted to 
drink a cup of wine. Then he 
gave Jiro the five cents and en- 
joyed a cup of wine. With five 
cents in his hand, Jiro was also 
pleased because he had made 
five cents before he got to Ueno. 
After a while, Jiro said to Taro 
that he now had five cents and 
that he too wanted to enjoy the 
wine. Therefore he drank a cup 
of wine, giving the five cents to 
Taro. Soon Taro again drank an- 
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other cup of wine with the same 
five cents. In this way the broth- 
ers had consumed the bucket 
of wine before they arrived in 
Ueno, yet they only had the ori- 
ginal five cents Taro had found 
in his pocket. 

Ryu Shintaro intended initial- 
ly to use the fable to express his 
dissatifaction with the Ikeda Ca- 
binet’s policy that took doubling 
the national income as a slogan 
and target for Japanese economic 
development. He warned people 
not to get swollen-headed be- 
cause of a few cents in their 
pockets. The book caused a sen- 
sation throughtout Japan and be- 
came well known after being 
adapted into Rakugo—Japanese 
comic dialogue. People took it as 
a serious lesson and endeavoured 
to control consumption through 
putting every cent available into 
investment. Thus, the ten years’ 
plan of doubling the national in- 
come was actually carried out 
within seven years. Hence the 
ten-year high-speed development 
of the Japanese economy. 

According to Morino, China’s 
current economic difficulties lie 
in the fact that demand has ex- 
ceeded supply, resulting in con- 
sistant price rises. If the state and 
enterprises put the extra income 
from the price rises into enlarged 
reproduction to increase supply, 
then supply and demand rela- 
tions will gradually become bal- 
anced, and inflation will slow 
down and eventually disappear. 
In the end the economy will de- 


velop healthily. However, some | 


state organs and enterprises have 
not done so. They have bought 
cars and colour TVs and have 
built disco dance halls with the 
hard-earned money. While the 
whole nation struggles for food 
and clothing, some enterprise 
workers each earn 3,000 yuan a 


month, and their directors each 
earn 10,000 yuan a month. On 
the surface, everything is lively 
and prosperous but, actually, ser- 
ious problems are hiding below. 
Energy, communications and 
transport, which are badly need- 
ed for development, have be- 
come the “bottleneck” of econo- 
mic development because of the 
lack of funds. This has stopped 
foreign investors from investing 
further in China. Morino sin- 
cerely hopes China’s economic 
policy-makers and enterprise 
leaders keep and develop the 
traditional Chinese virtues of 
being industrious and thrifty in- 
stead of falling into the odd cir- 
cle of “Hanamizake Economics.” 
It might be a bitter irony to 
compare China’s present exces- 
sive consumption with Japan's 
“Hanamizake Economics,” but it 
appears to hit the rail on the 
head with China’s present-day 
social evil. Since honest advice 
induces good conduct and bitter 
medicine cures sickness, it is to 
be hoped that the authorities will 

keep a clear head. 
(No. 4, 1989) 


-- He wili be your life-— 
long pariner and yet you 
have only known him a 
couple of days! 

To live with him all 
my life? Oh, no, Mum. 


WANG JINGKAN 
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Hainan Seeks Metal Funds 


volvement in the exploitation 

of Hainan’s non-ferrous metal 
resources, the Jinhai (Hainan) 
Group Co. has been granted pow- 
ers to negotiate with overseas 
companies. 

Jinhai is the general agent of 
the China Nonferrous Metal Im- 
port and Export Corp. in Hainan 
Province. According to General 
Manager Liu Yaochi, the com- 
pany is looking for foreign back- 
ing for the development of sev- 
eral major projects including 
a 600-ton capacity magnesium 
smelter, titanium mining, alumi- 
nium oxide factories, copper pro- 
cessing, galvanized tube produc- 
tion and aluminium products. 

Hainan Province has large re- 
serves of high-grade titanium, 
mostly located in the shallow 
waters around the island. It 
hopes to establish co-operative 
links with foreign companies to 
open mines both off-shore and 
on beaches and to raise the 
output percentage of titanium 
through the use of advanced 
technology. 

Liu said that each project 
would involve an investment of 
US$5-10 million, and that they 
all offered sound prospects for 
quick returns. 

In the last year, Hainan has 
stepped up infrastructural con- 
struction to improve its invest- 
ment environment. Generating 
capacity was expanded by 150,- 
000 kw in 1988, bringing the is- 
land’s installed capacity to 530,- 
000 kw. With annual electricity 
generation standing at 867 mil- 
lion kwh, the island can now 
meet lighting and industrial pow- 
er demands. 

Progress has been realized in 
communications, with 70 km of 
highways being built last year 
and 50 million yuan now being 
spent on modernizing port facil- 


I: a bid to increase foreign in- 
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ities, including six new berths, at 
Haikou, Basuo and Yangpu. Air- 
lines link Haikou with Beijing, 
Shanghai, Kunming, Chengdu 
and Shenyang. 

Last year also saw the un- 
veiling of a 7000-channel pro- 
gramme controlled telephone ex- 
change and the opening of 154 
long-distance telephone lines 
and four long-distance telegraph 
cables. Users in Haikou can now 
dial direct to Hong Kong and 
some foreign countries as well as 
to major cities across China. The 
province also offers courier de- 
livery, telex and express remitt- 
ance services. 

by Li Ping 


1st Beijing Fair 
Set for July 


om July 14-23, the 40,000 
FF scusre metres of the 

China International Exhi- 
bition Centre will be the site of 
the First Beijing International 
Fair—China’s first comprehen- 
sive trade show since the 1985 
Asia-Pacific International Trade 
Fair. 

More than 1,000 companies 
from 26 countries and regions 
have already booked for the fair, 
whose major goal is the promo- 
tion of Sino-foreign economic co- 


operation. Facilities will be prov- 


ided throughout the ten days for 
trade negotiations and meetings, 


technological exchanges and 
symposia. 
Among the organizations 


backing the fair are the Ministry 
of Machine-Building and Elec- 
tronics Industry, the Ministry of 
Textile Industry, the Ministry of 
Light Industry, the Ministry of 
Commerce, the Ministry of For- 
eign Economic Relations and 
Trade, the Ministry of Materials 
and Equipment and the Beijing 


municipal government. 

Chinese Premier Li Peng has 
also given the fair his personal 
endorsement by writing an in- 
scription for it, and while it is 
running certificates will be is- 
sued to high-quality products. 

Among the major categories of 
goods on show will be machinery 
and electrical products, com- 
munication technology and 
equipment, computers, precision 
instruments and meters, aeron- 
autic and space technology, high- 
tech products, textile machinery, 
medical instruments and sup- 
plies, metallurgical technology 
and materials, nonferrous me- 
tals, food processing machinery, 
building materials, household 
electrical appliances, rubber 
products, furniture, arts and 
crafts, health products and con- 
sumer goods. 

Already the China Interna- 
tional Exhibition Centre has 
built a comprehensive service 
building for the show to help 
exhibitors handle busineses con- 
cerning customs, banking, trans- 
port and so on. Full telegraph 
and telex facilities will also be 
available. 

In future, the fair will be held 
every two years. 

by Zhang Zhiping 


Asian Games 
Get Credit Lift 


e financially beleaguered 
T lth Asian Games to be held 

in Beijing in September 1990 
have reportedly been offered 
sponsorship by American Ex- 
press. 

Although neither side in the 
deal is willing to reveal the 
amount involved, it is under- 
stood that American Express 
cards and traveller’s cheque will 
be the only ones accepted in of 
ganizations connected with the 
games. 

American Express’ move to of- 
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for aid to the games is part of 
the company’s long-term market 
Strategy in China. To date, ar- 
ound 1,800 shops across the 
country accept Express cards. 
The Asian Games organizing 
committee estimates that more 
than 10,000 people, including 
athletes, delegation officals, 
coaches and reporters will attend 
the games. And already a num- 
ber of large companies and ad- 
vertising agencies have shown in- 
terest in offering additional 
sponsorship. 
by Han Baocheng 


News in Brief 


O The United States Food Day 
will be celebrated during ear- 
ly June in the Sheraton Ho- 
tel Group’s four hotels across 
China, and the activities will 
then continue through the month 
until July 6. 

The promotion campaign, the 
first to be simultaneously mount- 
ed in all the group’s hotels, aims 
particularly at selling American 
dinner drinks, 

The food promotion will begin 

at the Tianjin Sheraton, followed 
by the Wenhua Sheraton Hotel 
Guilin and the Huating Sheraton 
Hotel Shanghai, and end at the 
Great Wall Sheraton Hotel Bei- 
jing. ; 
O The Beijing-Moscow Restaur- 
ant, which first opened in 1954, 
looks set once again to have Rus- 
sian staff. Negotiations are now 
under way to run the restaurant 
as a joint venture, with manage- 
ment drawn from both China 
and the Soviet Union. An agree- 
ment is expected to be signed 
soon. 

The restaurant, which stands 
right besides the Beijing Exhibi- 
tion Centre in the west of the 
city, has long been famous for its 
Russian-style dishes. 

It is reported that its 15 rooms 
will be converted into separate 
small restaurants. Each one will 
be decorated according to the fa- 
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shion of one of the Soviet 
Union’s many nationalities, with 
attendants wearing the appro- 
priate national dress. 

The Soviet side is planning to 

send some chefs, pastry cooks 
and management staff to work in 
the restaurant. 
O China’s insurance business, 
which resumed in 1980, is play- 
ing an important role in the 
country’s construction. 

The business has developed 
from single property insurance 
for enterprises to take in 200 
items of rural and urban cover- 
age, including overseas business. 

By the end of last year, the 
total volume of domestic proper- 
ty insurance reached 1,797 bil- 
lion yuan (US$400 billion) and 
overseas insurance business also 
developed rapidly, with agencies, 
staff and insurance volumes ris- 
ing at an average annual rate of 
50 percent. 

From 1980 to 1987 China’s in- 
surance companies paid out 
more than 8.3 billion yuan 
(US$2 billion) in damages. Last 
year alone, they paid 4.3 billion 
yuan (US$1 billion) in damages 
to domestic or overseas clients. 
O The US Trade and Devel- 
opment Programme (TDP) has 
granted China US$1.5 million 
for an aluminium project feasi- 
bility study. 

An agreement on the grant 
was signed between TDP and the 
China National Nonferrous Me- 
tals Corp. (CNNC). 

The grant is to be used for the 
technical and economic feasibili- 
ty study of the Great Wall al- 
uminum project to be built in 
Henan Province, Central China, 
at an estimated cost of nearly 
US$2 billion. CNNC will select a 
United States engineering com- 
pany to carry out the study. 

It will be China’s biggest alu- 
minium producer with the fir- 
stphase being capable of prod- 
ucing 250,000 tons a year when 
completed. 

O China’s social institutional ex- 


penditure on controlled com- 
modities fell by a small margin 
in the first three months this 
year compared with the figure 
for the same period last year. 

Institutional - purchases ac- 
counted for 9.2 percent of the 
retail sales volume of consumer 
goods, as compared with 9.9 per- 
cent last year. 

Instead of buying commodities 
in short supply, at present some 
institutions spend more on pur- 
chasing different kinds of uncon- 
trolled daily necessities, includ- 
ing shoes, socks, caps and blan- 
kets, for their staff. Renmin Ri- 
bao (People’s Daily) says the 
government should pay much 
more attention to this new trend. 
O Using idle social funds to 
“build railways commercially 
with official supervision and 
support” has been proposed as an 
effective way to speed up China’s 
railway construction and ease 
the strain on the existing system. 

Li Xuan, head of the construc- 
tion headquarters for the eas- 
ternd China’ railways network, 
said, “With this concept, railway 
stock companies will be set up, 
with the support of the govern- 
ment and as a supplement to 
State-owned railways, to be ex- 
clusively responsible for building 
and managing some railways, 
and for collecting funds as well 
as for their economic gains and 
losses.” 

With a total of 53,000 kilo- 
metres, the overloaded Chinese 
railways are increasingly becom- 
ing a bottleneck undercutting 
China’s economic growth. 

O The Bank of European Union 
of France has opened an office in 
Beijing. 

This is the 85th foreign bank 
representative office opened in 
China. 

Jean-paul Dessertine, execu- 
tive vice-president of the bank, 
said that the office will prov- 
ide services for the French and 
Chinese companies in China and 
Sino-French joint ventures. oO 
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Ancient Money on Show 


bao, 1969 was a year to re- 

member; one day during that 
year he almost fainted as a power- 
ful bulldozer came bursting into 
his courtyard. Running over his 
garden, the bulldozer crushed to 
pieces a big vase he had buried 
there. 

Inside the vase was his collec- 
tion of valuable ancient Chinese 
currencies he had collected for 
many years. But he dared not ut- 
ter a word of discontent, for an- 
cient currencies were considered 
“rubbish of the feudal society” 
during the chaotic “cultural revo- 
lution.” 

History has been kind and Sun 
did get recognition for his pers- 
istence when the Suzhou Ancient 
Currencies Museum was started 
last April. His collection, which 
traces the historical evolution of 
Chinese money, was the major at- 
traction. 

The first kind of currency used 
in Chinese history were sea shells 
which came into use some time 
during the Shang and Zhou dy- 
nasties (16th century BC-22] BC). 
Their wide use may be explained 
in their beauty, shape and conven- 
ience for counting. At that time, 
they were generally called as 
baobei (precious shells). That's 
why many Chinese words related 
to trade and business carry the 
character bei as a radical. 

During the Spring and Au- 
tumn and Warring States periods 
(770-221BC), China was torn into 
many feudal states. Different na- 
tural and social conditions 
prompted currency to evolve into 
four major systems. 

Cloth currency, which evolved 
from the primitive agricultural 
tool chan (spade), was widely used 
in the Han, Wei, Zhao and other 
states. 

A second form of money, called 
sword currency, evolved from the 
real sword and was used in the Qi, 
Yan and Zhao states. 


F:. Suzhou resident Sun Guo- 
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Then there was the ring curren- 
cy that evolved from an ancient 
spinning wheel. It was used in the 
Qin and Wei states. There was 
also the yibi currency, shaped af- 
ter the shell currency, which was 
used in the Chu State in southern 
China. 

The people of the Chu State 
also used a kind of square gold 
coin called the yingyuan which 
was the first gold money used in 
China. So far the biggest such 
gold coin weighing 610 grammes, 
has been unearthed in Yutai 
County, Jiangsu Province. It has 
54 seals of yingyuan on it. 

In 221 BC, Qin Shi Huang, the 
first emperor of the the Qin Dy- 
nasty, unified China and issued 
the famous banliang currency 
which brought an unified system 
of currency. 

Emperor Wudi (156-87 BC) of 
the Western Han Dynasty further 
modified the banliang currency 
into the five zhu currency (zhu 
was one of the weight units of 
that time. Five zhu equals 6.25 
grammes. This kind of currency 
was in use for more than 700 
years. 


In 612 AD, Emperor Gaogp 
(566-635) of the Tang Dynasty 
abolished the five zhu currency 
and decided to have the name of 
the reigning title of respective. 
The following dynasties such as 
the Song Dynasty (960-1279), 
Yuan Dynasty (1271-1368), Ming 
Dynasty (1368-1644) and Qing Dy- 
nasty (1644-1911) all followed this 
tradition. 

Many other currencies have 
also been used in Chinese history 
in addition to the currencies men- 
tioned above. Emperor Wudi once 
used deer hide to make currency 
called Jeather currency that was 
mainly for use among the imperi- 
al families. 

The Jiaozi was the first paper 
currency used in China. The pap- 
er money of the Yuan Dynasty 
spread as far as Thailand. The 
largest paper currency found is 
one used in the Ming Dynasty 
measuring 33 cm long and 23 cm 
wide. 


The exhibition in the museum 
include currencies such as those 
issued by various peasant uprising 
armies during the Ming and Qing 
dynasties and many other types 
of currency that appeared on the 
Chinses market at the turn of this 
century. 

by Chen Zuoe 


Herbs Make Male Pill 


wo Chinese herbs may be 
T the basis of a male pill, ac- 

cording to Chinese scien- 
tists. Tests using Tripterygium 
wilfordii and the Kunming wild 
crabapple found they had a 
strong counter-fertility effect in 
men and will hopefully form the 
basis for an ideal male contra- 
ceptive. 

Professor Qian Shaozhen, who 
sits on the directive committee of 
the World Health Organization's 
(WHO) counter-male fertility di- 
rective committee and who is 
also an expert in contraception, 
announced the findings at an in- 
ternational conference on fertili- 
ty and counter-fertility in Nanj- 


ing. 

Both Chinese and foreign ex- 
perts showed a strong interest in 
applying the findings that prom- 
ise to make an important contri- 
bution to global population con- 
trol. 

Tripterygium wilfordii and 
Kunming wild crabapple have 
both been used mainly against 
rheumatoid arthritis. In recent 
years, however, tests suggested 
that the use of the two herbs 
had resulted in sharp decreases 
in sperm counts. 

The Birth Control Research 
Institute of Jiangsu Province 
conducted a number of tests 
which confirmed that the herbs 
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had a strong counter-fertility ef- 
fect on male white rats. 

They then continued their re- 
search together with other relat- 
ed units in Beijing, Shanghai and 
Nanjing which involved a year’s 
observation on 26 rhematoid ar- 
thritis and dermatosis patients 
who were using the two Chinese 
herbs. 

The study showed that the 
herbs had a strong counter- 
fertility effect on the patients 
Without any apparent side ef- 
fects. It was also found that fer- 
tility was restored two months 
after the patients stopped using 
the herbs. 

So far there has not been 
a satisfactory male counter- 


fertility drug produced that is 
both safe and effective and Chi- 
na’s study for a herbal-based 
male contraceptive has attract- 
ed attention from medical cir- 
cles around the world. 

Research into the counter- 
fertility effect of Tripterygium 
wilfordii has been conducted in 
China with WHO backing since 
1986. In 1987, China listed that 
research as a key item in its Sev- 
enth Five-Year Plan. 

Now that there has been the 
separation of the effective chem- 
ical elements, further work re- 
mains both in weeding out any 
possible toxic effects and in the 
actual production of the male 
contraception medicine. oO 


Artist’s Mountains Signal Change 


ta recent one-man exhibi- 
A tion in Beijing it was evi- 

dent that Zhang Zhenxue 
from China’s northwestern prov- 
ince of Shaanxi had brought some 
of his native region to the capi- 
tal. The mountains of the artist’s 
home, some small and delicate, 
others with solid peaks, soared 
across his canvass. 

“I always try to express the 
bold and inspiring spirit of north- 
ern China, especially of the 
northeastern plateau in my 
works,” says Zhang who intends 


Two of Zhang's works. 
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to express his perception of life 
and pursuit of art through the 
sketching of mountains. 

In terms of technique, Zhang 
has managed to bridge the gap 
between past and present by com- 
bining modern ideas with tradi- 
tional Chinese painting skills. 

Zhang says his major interest 
is impressionism, and repeatedly 
one sees that influence in his 
work. 

Apart from the traditional wat- 
er and ink splashing method, he 
also borrows the method of using 

- 


dots and lines to draw the outline 
of the landscape. 

Such painting technique, he ex- 
plains, is very popular among 
middle-aged artists who are 
caught in a kind of bitterness and 
loneliness. Traditional skills used 
in freehand brushwork has been 
just incapable of giving expres- 
sion to this kind of feeling. 

Li Keran, a famous master of 
traditional Chinese painting, gave 
Zhang high credit for his use of 
colour. 

“Few natural objects are in the 
colour of pure white or black,” 
commented Li on Zhang’s works. 
“The prevailing colour of nature 
is grey....Zhang did very well in 
his use of colour, especially in the 
greys.” 

Acknowledging the challenges 
artists of traditional Chinese 
painting are confronted with to- 
day, Zhang says a major hurdle 
for them is how to break the rigid 
traditional mode which has lasted 
several thousand years. 

According to traditional theo- 
ry, he says, paintings are to give a 
realistic, detailed reflection of na- 
ture. 

“If this idea can be established, 
then artists should use a camera 
instead of a paint brush,” he 
argues. 

Despite holding this view 
Zhang does not agree with the 
idea that Chinese traditional 
painting is doomed. 

“As long as there are Chinese 
living in the world, Chinese paint- 
ing will never perish,” he says. 

Chinese painting, explains 
Zhang, will undergo. great 
changes in many ways, such as in 
form, technique and even in the 
tools used in creating it. All these 
will change along with China’s so- 
cial development. And with that 
development, many promising ar- 
tists with strong individual char- 
acters will emerge. 

“It is possible that Chinese 
painting will take on a completely 
new form, but in essence it will 
continue to be Chinese,” says 
Zhang. 

by Wei Liming 
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More Coverage About 
Students 


Editors, 

It was with great interest that I 
read the lest few issues of Beijing 
Review. As a journalist for more 
than 20 years, I was curious about 
your coverage of the recent student 
demonstrations following the death 
of Hu Yaobang. As you may have 
guessed, I was quite disappointed. 

Please understand, this is not 
being written from the point of 
view that we have all of the answers 
here in the US. On the contrary, 
we're all too aware of the problems 
of modern American society. So is 
the rest of the world: and that’s 
exactly my point. Our shortcomings 
are aired nightly on television news 
and daily in newspapers and maga- 
zines. I guess our philosophy is that 
recognition and admission of those 
problems represent the first steps 
towards correcting them. 

I understand that, as a publica- 
tion of the government, Beijing Re- 
view has a responsibility to present 
the government’s view on the im- 
portant events of our time. In fact, 
that’s one reason I enjoy reading it 
every week. It affords those of us 
thousands of miles away with the 
opportunity to “stay in touch” with 
contemporary Chinese policy. But, 
at the same time, to present that 
government position as the only 
voice in China today, I think, does 
a serious disservice to the millions 
of other voices that deserve to be 
heard. 

Your issue No. 18 was particular- 
ly curious. Your report on the me- 
morial service for Hu Yaobang not- 
ed that the “...proceedings were 
broadcast through loudspeakers to 
some 100,000 students and others 
gathered on Tiananmen Square...” 
After reading that, I looked eagerly 
for an accompanying article that 
might explain in greater depth 
the circumstances surrounding the 
“students and others” appearance in 
the square. Instead, I got a reprint 
of the People’s Daily editorial urg- 
ing people to take a firm stand 
against public disturbances. In light 
of the great strides China has made 
recently to open up the business of 
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government to public scrutiny, I 
was very disappointed in the cover- 
age given to the events leading up 
to May 4th. I can only hope that 
future issues of Beijing Review will 
explore public dissent in a more 
balanced fashion. 

I had the extreme pleasure to 
wander into the “English Corner” 
at Purple Bamboo Park last sum- 
mer. I spoke with hundreds of eag- 
er students on a beautiful Sunday 
morning. I found them delightful, 
concerned and, above all, highly pa- 
triotic. I think it’s that same con- 
cern and patriotism that lead thou- 
sands into the streets of Beijing in 
late April and early May. 

But by choosing to focus on the 
legal aspects of their demonstra- 
tions, you also chose to ignore 
the substance of their complaints. 
These young adults are China’s fu- 
ture. From my discussions last sum- 
mer, it was obvious that they’re 
anxious to find a Chinese solution 
to the problems facing their coun- 
try. If the government will listen to 
their voices and find a way to work 
with them, ['m sure China’s future 
will be in good hands. Certainly 
they don’t have all of the answers. 
But if you can find a way to harness 
their energy, it will help find the 
solutions. 

I certainly djdn’t mean this letter 
sound like a lecture. It’s just that I 
saw what happened in the Unit- 
ed States during our own turbu- 
lent 60s, and I think there must be 
a better way of handling it than we 
did. I saw a television report on 
the demonstrations and was deeply 
touched when I saw one student 
pasting up a poster that started with 
the phrase “I have a dream....” The 
US certainly does not have a very 
good record in bringing Dr. King’s 
dream closer to reality. Obviously, 
we both have some distance to go. 

Dick Van Wie. 

San Francisco, USA 

Thank you very much for your com- 

ments. We are trying our best to 

improve our coverage of the student 

movement as you may have noticed 
in this issue.—Ed. 


ALetter From Hong Kong 


The patriotic actions of Beijing's 


university students are genuinely 
full of power and grandeur. They 
are our nation’s pride, but their 
lives are seriously threatened. We 
all worry and cry for them. 

When I saw the great scene of the 
hunger striking students on TY, I 
was greatly moved. Every time I see 
the news tape again, I cry. This 
morning in a newspaper, I saw 
a teacher from Beijing Teachers 
University crying at the sight of the 
hunger striking students. I also was 
moved to tears, even though I was 
sitting in a bus. 

Now the eyes of the world are 
focused on Beijing. The situation in 
Tiananmen Square worries people. 
Like people of the country, Chinese 
around the globe are very con- 
cerned at the risk threatening the 
students’ health and lives. The stu- 
dents are crying, they hunger strike 
to save their motherland. Patrio- 
tism is not a crime, but as time 
passes, the lives of thousands of 
wholehearted fine sons and daugh- 
ters are seriously threatened, 
hundreds of millions of people now 
burn with anxiety. The central gov- 
ernment faces a severe test in find- 
ing a resolution to the issue of the 
hunger striking students—the peo- 
ple of the world are watching 
Zhongnanhai. 

It is heartening to learn from to- 
day’s news report that central gov- 
ernment personnel support the hun- 
ger striking students parade in the 
square bore a placard characteristic 
of its marchers: Xinhua News Agen- 
cy’s showed a covered mouth and 
camera; CCTV’s said “Current 
News: Student hunger strike lasts 
three days; artist carried one saying 
“Blood is not rouge”; the teachers 
said “Our Hearts ache for the stu- 
dents.” 

One Hong Kong newspaper car- 
ried the headline “Grieve for our 
students who cough blood for the 
country; 600,000 people support the 
hunger strikers and cry for our 
country; let the country advance.” 
In the face of these exemplary 
Chinese sons and daughters, how 
could we have reason to remain sil- 
ent? 

Zhang Meiying 
Hong Kong 
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Chinese Paintings by 
Yang Dalin 


Yang Dalin, born in Beijing in 
1938, is an artist of the Beijing 
Studio of Art and Calligraphy. He 
specializes in traditional Chinese 
landscape paintings, flowers and 
birds. These paintings express his 
varied skills. 
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